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Purpose and scope of the inspection

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Section 162A of the Education Act
2002, as amended by schedule 8 of the Education Act 2005. 12

The inspection was conducted at the request of the Registration Authority for
independent schools in order to monitor the progress the school has made in
implementing its action plan following the previous inspection.

Information about the school

Elland House School is part of the Timeout’ company which provides care in a
number of children’s homes in England. Most of the school’s pupils live in the
company’s children’s homes; some are placed at the school by local authorities. The
school is located in a two-storey building on a small industrial estate in a residential
area of Oldham; it was relocated in September 2009 from its previous site in
Ripponden. All pupils have emotional, social and behavioural difficulties and five have
statements of special educational needs. Most have experienced gaps in their
education caused by absence and/or exclusion from their previous schools. The
school is registered for up to 15 pupils aged 11 to 16 years. It has applied to the
Department for Education to increase this number to 20 pupils. Currently, nine pupils
are on the school’s roll full time; a further one, who is over 16 years old, is taught
part time.

Context of the inspection

The school’s last inspection was in January 2010 when four regulatory failures were
identified. The action plan which the school was required to draw up to rectify these
failures was accepted in July 2010.This is the first monitoring visit to evaluate
progress in implementing the action plan; the visit also evaluates the school’s recent
application to increase its registered capacity, to admit up to 20 pupils.

Summary of the progress made in implementing the
action plan

The last inspection showed the school to be providing a satisfactory and improving
quality of education. The vast majority of regulations for continued registration as an
independent school were being met. However, four areas needed improvement to
enable the school fully to meet the regulations, namely to: ensure that the prior
attainments of pupils are taken into account when planning lessons; maintain an
admission register in accordance with the Education (Pupil Registration) (England)

! www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2002/ukpga_20020032_en_14#pt10-chl-pb4-11g162
2 www.opsi.gov.uk/ACTS/acts2005/ukpga_20050018_en_15#sch8
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Regulations 2006; provide sufficient washrooms for staff and pupils, including
facilities for pupils with special needs, which take account of the Education School
Premises Regulations 1999; and ensure that local authorities who fund pupils at the
school receive an annual account of income and expenditure.

The school drew up an action plan to remedy these shortfalls. It set out to
strengthen procedures to assess the prior attainment of pupils on their entry to the
school and to use the resulting information in developing the curriculum and
planning lessons to meet the specific yet diverse needs of the pupils. It also
undertook to develop staff expertise by providing better training and opportunities to
work together in school, and with staff from other parts of the company and the
local authority in which the school is located, to improve planning for learning. The
school also set out to ensure that the admissions register was maintained in
accordance with regulations and that it provided annual accounts to local authorities
who place pupils in the school. The plan also included a programme to upgrade
washroom facilities, in cooperation with the owner of the building, to ensure that
both pupils, including those with special needs, and staff had access to sufficient and
appropriate facilities.

As a result of work to implement the agreed action plan, the school has now rectified
three of the four regulatory failures and is on course to rectify the fourth within the
agreed three-year timescale.

Procedures for assessing pupils’ prior attainment are now very effective. Staff
balance testing, discussion with pupils and reference to past records, including those
relating to special educational needs, to give a clear picture of pupils’ learning needs.
Assessment is well used throughout the school, enabling staff to record and evaluate
the progress being made by each individual pupil; it also helps them evaluate the
effectiveness of particular units of learning, which they do rigorously. The staff share
information on the progress of pupils very well. This supports their very effective
curricular planning and helps them to tailor lessons to the needs of individual pupils.
Lesson plans show that each pupil is expected to work towards individual targets set
by staff.

The admission register has been amended to include the required information on
pupils’ gender. The school now sends accounts annually to the local authorities which
place pupils in the school; the record of these accounts shown during the visit
indicates that they meet requirements.

The school has completed a risk assessment of procedures to manage the use of
existing washroom facilities, which are currently shared by pupils and staff so that
requirements are not met. A location for an extension to the building for new
washroom facilities has been identified. The school intends to complete the work
during the summer of 2011. However, to date architectural plans have not been
drawn up nor planning permission secured.
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The school has made application to increase its pupil capacity to 20 places. There is
sufficient teaching and play space to accommodate this number, but the additional
pupils cannot be admitted until the washroom facilities are enlarged as planned.

Compliance with regulatory requirements

As a result of this inspection, the school must take action to meet The Education
(Independent School Standards) (England) Regulations 2010 (‘the Regulations’), as
follows:

B provide additional washroom facilities to meet requirements (paragraph

23(3))-

3 www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/1997/contents/made
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School details

School status Independent

Special day school for pupils with social,
Type of school emotional and behavioural difficutties
Date school opened June 2006
Age range of pupils 11-16 years
Gender of pupils Mixed
Number on roll (full-time pupils) Boys: 2 Girls: 7 Total: 9
Number on roll (part-time pupils) Boys: 0 Girls: 1 Total: 1
Num!)er of pup_ils with a statement of Boys: 1 Girks: 4 Total 5
special educational needs
Number of pupils who are looked after Boys: 1 Girls:3 Total: 4
Annual fees (day pupils) £26,000

Unit 7 Roman Road

Address of school (F;?dy;;);

OL2 5P]
Telephone number 0161 628 3600
Email address ellandhouse@aol.com
Headteacher Jan Murray
Proprietor Janet Lumb
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