
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

            14756138 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Highland Games 
Inspection report for early years provision 
 
 
Unique reference number  147553 

Inspect ion date 13/04/2010 

Inspector Anneliese Fox-Jones 

  

Setting address King Alfred School, 149 North End Road, London, NW11 

7HY 

Telephone number  020 8202 5179 

Email (m) 07977 098487 

Type of setting Childcare on non-domestic premises 

 

 



Inspection Report: Highland Games, 13/04/2010  

 

 

2 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects 

to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for 

learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the 

Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and 

training in prisons and other secure establishments. It rates council children’s services, and inspects 

services for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.  

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as 

you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.  

Royal Exchange Buildings  

St Ann's Square 

Manchester  

M2 7LA 

 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 

 

© Crown copyright 2009  

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/


Inspection Report: Highland Games, 13/04/2010  

 

 

3 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

Children only attend this setting before and/or after the school day and/or during 
the school holidays. The judgements in this report reflect the quality of early years 
provision offered to children during those periods. 

 
The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 

Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 

registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

Highland Games is a privately owned holiday play scheme that has been registered 
since July 1997. The group operates from King Alfred School which is situated in 
Golders Green. Children have use of a number of school sport's halls, classrooms 

and outside games areas. The emphasis is on children participating in art, craft 
and sport, although there are other activities on offer. The scheme operates during 
all school holidays. Their hours of operation are Monday to Friday from 10am until 
3pm. 

 
The group are registered on the Early Years Register, and both the compulsory 
and the voluntary parts of the Childcare Register to provide care for a maximum of 

150 children under eight years, of whom no more than 48 may be in the early 
years age group at any one time. There are currently 65 children on roll in this age 
range, who attend for a variety of sessions. Children over eight years also attend. 

 
Highland Games has 16 staff working directly with the children, of these nine work 
specifically with the children under eight years. The staff team also include a 

number of volunteers who are aged under 16 years. These volunteers are not 
taken into account in the staffing ratios. 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 

Overall the quality of the provision is good. 
 
Highland games provides a lively, warm and welcoming environment where staff 

are aware of the needs of children and positive steps are taken to ensure all 
children can fully participate. Children are enjoying their time in the setting and are 
actively engaged in their play as they select from a range of interesting activities. 
The organisation of documentation and the promotion of an inclusive environment 

is mostly effective. Clearly written policies and procedures are generally in place 
and partnerships with parents is highly valued and supported through ongoing 
communication. The groups' energy, enthusiasm and vision ensures continuous 

improvement and developing systems to evaluate their practice, means outcomes 
for children are good. 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 
further? 
 
To fully meet the specific requirements of the EYFS, the registered person must: 

 
 ensure an effective safeguarding children policy 

includes the procedures to be followed in the event of 

an allegation being made against a member of staff. 
(Safeguarding and promoting children's welfare)  

27/04/2010 

 

 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
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 make sure parents are informed of all accidents or injuries sustained by 

children and any first aid treatment given   

 extend further the indoor and outdoor environments to support children's 
learning and development, with particular regard for more opportunities to 
revisit a range of activities and increase children's access to a range of books   

 actively promote equal opportunities and anti-discriminatory practice, 
ensuring that the diversity of individuals and communities is valued and 
respected.    

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 

Some effective policies and procedures ensure children's welfare, care and safety 
are promoted. There are effective safeguarding systems in place and staff know 
what to do if they have any concerns. However, the safeguarding children policy 

does not yet include the procedure to be followed in the event of an allegation 
being made against a member of staff. This is a legal requirement. Children are 
further safeguarded as robust risk assessments are established and the 

environment and areas accessed by the children are checked regularly to ensure 
that they are child-friendly. Most records relating to children's health and safety 
are suitably maintained. However, a recent oversight in the accident record 

prevented parents from being informed of an accident occurring on site that day. 
Thus making procedures less reliable. Staff are deployed appropriately to supervise 
children and ensure routines run smoothly. Previous recommendations from the 
last inspection have successfully been addressed. The group are focused on 

making further improvements through evaluation, development and responding to 
the needs of children. Parent's views are also taken into account when evaluating 
the provision. This supports them effectively in continuously improving the 

provision for all children. 
 
Children are able to play in a well-organised environment where space is used 

effectively. They benefit from the opportunities to participate in organised and 
free-choice activities in the indoor and outdoor environments. The environment is 
generally comfortable and reassuring. An adequate range of toys and resources 

are available for children to use in their main base rooms but only a small selection 
are available at any one time. Nonetheless, the school site is appropriately 
resourced and the holiday programme offers a mix of activities, thereby providing 

children with a variety of learning experiences. For instance; they enjoy parachute 
games, pottery, construction and the bouncy castle. However, opportunities to 
ensure the diversity of individuals and communities is valued and respected is not 
yet embedded into the programme. The group develops good systems of 

communication to build strong partnerships with parents. Parents are encouraged 
to provide information about their child before starting at the holiday camp, to 
enable staff to be fully aware of children's needs on entry. Parents receive good 

information about the holiday programme and daily activities. The group is aware 
of the importance to liaise fully with other agencies involved in any child's care, in 
order to adopt a consistent approach to their ongoing development. 
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The quality and standards of the early years provision 
and outcomes for children 
 
Children build secure friendships and settle well. Developing these effective 

relationships with adults and their peers contributes to them feeling safe and 
secure. The group gathers sufficient information about children in order to plan 
and cater for their needs. Children are enthusiastic, interested and show curiosity 

in what is available. The staff provide support and praise to confirm children's 
achievements and efforts. Consequently they develop confidence and self-esteem. 
Children develop basic skills for the future such as communication, language and 

literacy through play and their daily routines. They experiment with mark making, 
access the computer suite that develops their knowledge and understanding of 
technology and have various opportunities to explore creatively. However, the use 
of books and opportunities for children to revisit a popular range of activities is less 

well established, particularly for those children who are not present on the day of 
the activity. 
 

Children have many good opportunities to be physically active as they have fun 
outdoors using a range of equipment that encourages the development of physical 
skills. Many of the children are eager to take part in physical activities, such as 

using the playground apparatus, or playing football, unihock, parachute and circle 
games. Children are actively engaged and busy in the setting and enjoy taking part 
in the varied structured activities. For example, when jewellery making or involved 

in team challenges of building strong platforms using cardboard, cups and tape. 
Children are enthusiastic to make choices of the type of activities that they wish to 
pursue. Thus, developing their independence and decision making. Staff base their 

planning on what children enjoy and what activities were successful in previous 
holiday schemes. A timetabled programme of planned activities for each week 
ensures children and parents know what is on offer each day.  
 

Staff support children's welfare effectively through encouraging an awareness of 
hygiene and personal safety. Children's good health is promoted through the many 
opportunities they have to be physically active, as they access sports equipment 

and play apparatus on site. Water fountains are accessible so that drinks are 
readily available at all times. Children receive an appropriate diet as parents 
provide their lunch and are encouraged to supply healthy options that do not need 

refrigeration. The setting ensures that the necessary steps are taken to prevent 
the spread of infection and appropriate action is taken when children are ill. Staff 
ensure children learn to keep themselves safe as they are gently reminded of the 

ground rules, boundaries and consequences which are regularly revisited. As a 
result, children's behaviour is exemplary. 
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
How effectively is the Early Years Foundation Stage led 

and managed? 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


