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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 

registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

Barton St David Pre-school opened over 30 years ago. It is committee run and 
operates from a village hall in the village of Barton St David in Somerset. The pre-
school have access to the main hall, kitchen area and toilet facil ities. Children also 

have access to an outside area and adjacent playing field for outdoor play. 
 
The pre-school is open Monday to Friday during school term time from 9am to 12 
noon, with a lunch club on some days from 12 noon to 1pm. The pre-school is 

registered on the Early Years Register to care for a maximum of 24 children aged 
from two years to the end of the early years age group. There are currently 30 
children on roll. The pre-school supports children with special educational needs 

and/or disabilities. There are 5 staff currently working with the children. Four staff 
hold level 3 qualifications and one member of staff has a level 2 qualification. The 
pre-school receive support from the local authority. 

 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is good. 
 

Children are happy, settled and relate well to the staff who have a good 
understanding of their individual care needs to ensure each child is supported 
effectively. Activities are based on children's interests, however, they are not 

always planned well to ensure that all children are sufficiently well challenged 
throughout the session. Children benefit from accessing the secure and welcoming 
pre-school environment, which is well organised to promote children's safety and 

allows play space both indoors and out. The newly formed team of staff and 
committee work well together to identify key areas for improvement, and have 
started to implement new ideas and systems that are already having a positive 
impact on the outcomes for children.  

 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 continue to develop effective systems to monitor children's learning and plan 
for their continued development.   

 ensure adult led activities are well planned to support and challenge all 

children  
 identify a named Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator for the group.   

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 
the early years provision 
 
Staff have a good understanding of how to recognise signs and symptoms of 

abuse and the procedures to follow with concerns. They attend training to keep 
their knowledge up to date and cascade any new information to other staff 
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members to ensure they all have a confident awareness. The pre-school have 
recently reviewed it's policy regarding safeguarding which is shared with all staff to 
ensure they are clear. This helps to protect children from harm. There are clear 
recruitment and vetting procedures in place to check staff's suitability to work with 

children. Staff supervise children well which helps to ensure they are safe and well 
cared for. Staff regularly review safety arrangements within the pre-school and 
when on outings, to ensure risks to children are minimised. For example, high 

visibility vests have recently been purchased for the children and staff to promote 
their safety when out on walks. Documentation is used well to support children's 
ongoing welfare.  

 
Staff implement policies and procedures effectively to promote children's welfare, 
safety and development. The staff and committee work well together, sharing their 

own knowledge, skills and ideas to benefit the children. They communicate well, 
ensuring a familiar routine for the children to help them feel secure. There have 
been many recent changes in staffing arrangements. The staff share clear aims 

and objectives for the pre-school and are focused on continuing to make 
improvements in all areas. They are quick to identify and address key issues and 
are building up the systems to enable them to continue to identify strengths and 
weaknesses to ensure sustained improvement. The pre-school have addressed 

most recommendations raised at their last inspection which has led to 
improvements to children's ongoing health and welfare. They have reviewed the 
organisational plan and updated policies and procedures in line with current 

requirements. They have increased the range of toys and resources and made 
these fully accessible, allowing children to make more choices in what they want to 
play with. There are good opportunities for children to engage in role play and 

mark making opportunities are provided both indoors and out to encourage 
children to use writing for a purpose. Planning and assessment systems are in 
place, however, they do not always ensure children are sufficiently well challenged 

to ensure they make good progress in their learning and development.  
 
Good relationships are developed with parents and carers which means they are 

well informed about the provision and increasingly involved in their child's learning. 
Parents receive updated information regularly through newsletters and the parents 
notice board. They see photographs of the children engaged in activities on that 
day, enabling them to share in their children's experiences at home. Parents are 

encouraged to share what they know about their child both before they start at the 
pre-school and once they are attending. 'Wow' forms are sent home to encourage 
parents to note children's achievements so they can be shared with the pre-school 

staff. There are many opportunities for sharing information to meet individual 
needs, as key persons are always on hand to chat to parents at the beginning and 
end of each day. Pre-school staff link well with other professionals or carers 

working with individual children. This helps all those supporting the children to 
work consistently to support the children's needs. The setting link closely to the 
area Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator and staff with skills in this area work 

closely with parents and children. However, the group have not identified a 
member of staff to lead this area of work who has received training specific to 
their role. Good links have been established with the local school to which most 

children go on to attend. Children have visited their new classroom and frequently 
share photographs taken during the visit of areas within the school to allow them 
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to express any worries or concerns in the familiar pre-school environment. This 
helps to ensure their transition from pre-school to school will be as easy as 
possible.  
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

and outcomes for children 
 

Children are happy, settled and secure and enjoy their time at the pre-school. 
They develop good relationships with staff and start to learn about working co-
operatively with their peers. For example, they learn that they have to share the 

task or steering and pushing on the two-person trike to make it work successfully. 
Children are encouraged to become independent and are able to make choices 
about what they want to play with, as most equipment is well organised to allow 
free access. Overall, staff interact well with children as they play, using praise and 

encouragement to boost their confidence and self-esteem. However, at times, staff 
do not have a clear understanding of how they can encourage and support 
children in taking the next step in their learning and development as adult-led 

activities are not sufficiently well planned. Children develop a strong sense of 
belonging. They find their own name card to self-register at the start of the 
session and enjoy looking at the photographs of themselves on the notice board, 

enabling them to share their experiences. Children build an awareness of their own 
community as they go on walks in the village and have visits from local community 
members such as the police officer. This is extended to the wider world as they 

celebrate festivals and access books and some resources that offer positive images 
of diversity.  
 

Children are becoming confident communicators and frequently use sign language 
to help express their preferences and needs helping all children to feel included. 
Most children listen well to stories and some build confidence to speak out in front 
of others. They benefit from being able to select a favourite book to take home 

and share with their families. They have access to mark making equipment but 
there is a lack of text and examples of writing within the pre-school to promote 
children's understanding and awareness of the written word. Children are 

encouraged to use numbers as they play. They have a go at counting the days of 
the month and are encouraged to use numbers when engaged in role play. 
Children have easy access to materials which allow them to express themselves 

creatively. They are involved in gardening and water their plants carefully knowing 
that this will help them to grow. Children have daily access to technology, regularly 
using age appropriate programmes on the computer to gain skills which will 

support them in later life. Children learn good practices regarding personal 
hygiene. They know to wash their hands before they have their snack, confidently 
informing others they have to use the soap to 'get rid of germs'. Children learn 

about safety as they engage in activities. For example, they understand that they 
need to wear the cycling helmet when they use the two wheeled bike, making this 
safe practice a familiar routine to them.  
 

Children are making satisfactory progress towards the early learning goals. Their 
interests are noted by staff and used to inform planning, which helps to ensure 
activities are relevant and generally keep children busy and involved. However, the 
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systems used to monitor children's progress are not fully effective in ensuring that 
future planned and adult-led activities are increasingly challenging for older and 
more able children to extend their learning further. There is a good balance of 
adult-led and child-initiated activities and opportunities to play indoors and out.  



Inspection Report: Barton St David Pre-School, 26/05/2010  

 

 

8 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
How effectively is the Early Years Foundation Stage led 

and managed? 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 3 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 3 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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