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Introduction

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group).
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the
setting where reasonably practicable. The provider must provide a copy of the
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10).

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of
registration.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Description of the setting

Buffer Bear Nursery is one of a large chain of nurseries run by Buffer Bear Ltd. It
opened in 2000 and operates from five rooms within the site of Sutton Baptist
Church. Children have access to an enclosed outdoor play area. The nursery is
within the heart of a busy commercial and residential area and is open each
weekday from 7:30am to 6:30pm for 52 weeks of the year.

The nursery is registered on the Early Years Register. A maximum of 66 children
may attend the nursery at any one time. There are currently 82 children aged from
birth to under five years on roll. The nursery supports children with special
educational needs and/or disabilities.

There are 14 members of staff, 13 of whom hold early years qualifications to at
least level 2. One member of staff is working towards achieving Early Years
Professional Status. The setting provides funded education for three and four-year-
olds and is piloting a scheme for funded two-year-olds.

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
Overall the quality of the provision is good.

Staff are able to successfully promote children's welfare and learning as they have
good knowledge of the children's needs. Children are safe and secure and enjoy
their learning experiences within the setting and the local area. The partnerships
with parents and other agencies are significant in ensuring that the needs of the
children are met, along with any additional support needs. Therefore, children
progress well given their age, ability and starting points. Regular and rigorous self-
evaluation and reflection by the manager and staff make sure that the priorities for
development are identified and acted on, resulting in a provision that is responsive
to all the user needs.

What steps need to be taken to improve provision
further?

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should:

e continue to develop the observations and assessments of children's progress
so they can be used to assist in planning enjoyable and challenging learning
and development experiences that are tailored to meet children's individual
needs

The effectiveness of leadership and management of
the early years provision

Staff demonstrate a good understanding of all safeguarding issues and are very
aware of the procedures to follow should they have any concerns about a child in
their care. This is due to training, and effective written procedures and policies to
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follow. There are robust procedures in place to ensure staff are suitable to work
with the children. For example, Criminal Records Bureau checks are closely
monitored and recorded and thorough recruitment and induction procedures are
carried out. Effective risk assessments, daily checks and secure premises
contribute to children's safety, and regular emergency evacuation rehearsals teach
children how to leave the premises quickly and safely in the event of fire. Children
confidently approach visitors to the setting and seek support from the staff. This
demonstrates that all children feel secure and confident within the setting.

Parents and carers are made very welcome in the setting and relationships are
friendly and amenable. A good range of written information is available about the
setting and what they can expect for their children, providing guidance and
reassurance. New parents and carers are actively engaged in children's starting
points and plans for the first steps in their learning. Effective systems are in place
with other professionals to support children with additional needs in consultation
with families.

The manager makes very effective use of self-evaluation to identify their strengths
and areas for development, and parents' and children's views are sought wherever
possible. Staff work together to regularly complete quality audits and any identified
improvements are acted on promptly. The manager has a clear vision for the
future development and sustainability of the nursery.

The quality and standards of the early years provision
and outcomes for children

Children are very keen to learn and explore the learning environment around them
and on the whole are very happy and busy. Children made comments that they
like coming to the nursery and enjoy playing with their friends and with the toys.
They are very sociable and make friends easily and communicate well with adults
and children. They move around activities in small groups and pairs and readily
take part in role-play activities with each other.

Children cooperate very well during role-play, they take turns as they wait to speak
at group times and when playing games together. Children are developing good
social skills, learning respect for others and valuing what each other has to say.
Children are confident and independent, showing good self-esteem as they show
off drawings and write their names with pride. They are competent mark makers
as they form recognisable letters and numbers. Children are effectively supported
to use number and recognise numerals. They make patterns as they sort shapes
and use maths language as part of everyday activities. Children concentrate for
increasing periods, as they are engrossed in enjoyable and interesting activities
and games. Enjoyable experiences and activities extends children’s natural
creativity, as all ages investigate textures, paint, glue, sand and water with
excitement.

Children are supported by adults in their learning and development as staff are

deployed very well to ensure they can sit with children during activities and assist
where necessary, and are skilled in supporting children's learning through
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meaningful discussion or questioning. Staff have a good understanding of the Early
Years Foundation Stage learning and development requirements in relation to the
early learning goals. Observations and assessments of children's progress are
continually being updated to ensure they fully assist in planning enjoyable and
challenging learning and development experiences, that are tailored to meet all
children's individual needs.

Children are adopting good personal hygiene habits through hand washing
routines, are developing good manners, social skills and learning about healthy
eating and making healthy choices. Children feel safe because adults create an
atmosphere and environment which enables them to play happily and
cooperatively with each other, feel included and supported in all the activities. This
is enabling children to enjoy their time in the setting, achieve well and develop
skills for future learning.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Grade 1 & Outstanding: this aspect of the provision & of exceptionally high qualty
Grade 2 i Good: this aspect of the provision & strong

Grade 3 ks Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision & sound

Grade 4 i Inadeguate: this aspect of the provision i not good enough

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision

How well does the setting meet the needs of the 2
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage?

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 2
improvement

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early
years provision

How effectively is the Early Years Foundation Stage led 2
and managed?

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 2
ambition and driving improvement

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2
The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 2
diversity

The effectiveness of safequarding 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 2
steps taken to promote improvement

The effectiveness of partnerships 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 2
carers

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation
Stage

| The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage | 2

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 2
Stage

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning

The extent to which children feel safe

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which children make a positive contribution

NININININ

The extent to which children develop skills for the future

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk
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