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Introduction

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group).
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the
setting where reasonably practicable. The provider must provide a copy of the
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10).

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of
registration.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Description of the setting

Lostock Hall Pre-School Nursery was registered in 1997 and is managed by a
limited company. It operates from two adjoining rooms in a section of Lostock Hall
Primary School, Poynton. Children have access to a secure covered outdoor play
area. They can also use the school hall for physical play activities. The provision is
registered by Ofsted on the Early Years Register. A maximum of 24 children aged
two to five years may attend the setting at any one time. There are currently 26
children on roll who are within the Early Years Foundation Stage. Of these, 16
receive nursery funding. The pre-school opens daily from 9.00am until 12.00pm
and 12.30pm to 3.00pm during term time, together with a lunch club which
operates from 12.00pm until 12.30pm. The setting supports children who speak
English as an additional language.

There are five members of staff, including the manager, who work directly with the
children. Three of the staff hold appropriate early years qualifications and one is
working towards a qualification. The setting is a member of the Pre-School
Learning Alliance and receives support from the local authority.

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision

Overall the quality of the provision is good.

Children show growing levels of confidence in this very friendly environment where
they enjoy an excellent range of play and learning resources. Most care and
welfare systems are of a high order and staff vetting procedures are fully in place.
The systems for self-analysis of the setting's strengths and areas for improvement,
whilst good overall, are too informal and are not yet creating a sustained drive
towards continuous improvement. Effective implementation of the Early Years
Foundation Stage framework is fully apparent through good records of individual
children’s progress. These are regularly shared with parents, with whom the
setting has an excellent relationship. They are also very effectively used to support
eventual transition into the main school’s reception department, with whom there
are outstanding links. Management demonstrate a good capacity for further
improvement.

What steps need to be taken to improve provision
further?

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should:

e improve the quality and formality of self-evaluation systems in order to
ensure a consistent and clearly targeted drive towards effective improvement

e ensure that regular risk assessments of the setting’s internal and external
facilities are consistently noted for monitoring and improvement purposes.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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The effectiveness of leadership and management of
the early years provision

Children make good progress in this setting because their needs are met by
dedicated staff who work together as a very united and professional team.
Tracking and progress records of children’s development in the six areas of early
years learning are well maintained following regular observations and team
meetings. Parents are frequently informed of their child’s progress and are
presented with a very detailed ‘Record of Achievement’ at the end of each year.
Partnership with parents in their children’s progress and development is
outstanding as it is with external agencies and the main school’s reception class to
which eventual onward transition is described by parents as ‘seamless’.

The setting’s management regularly meet to discuss a range of issues including the
progress made by children under the effective key person system. However,
although the overall systems of self-evaluation of the setting’s strengths and areas
for development are good, they are not yet sufficiently formalised to promote a
consistent drive towards continuing improvement. Equality and diversity are very
well promoted through the use of regular topics, such as ‘All About Me’ and
‘Festivals’, in addition to the excellent use and range of play and learning
resources.

Recruitment and vetting procedures are fully in place to ensure all adults are
suitable and have appropriate qualifications and training. Overall, the systems of
welfare and care are good but the present procedures for noting and acting upon
the outcome of regular risk assessments both inside and outside the setting are
inconsistent. The setting has made good levels of improvement since the last
inspection and is well placed to continue this process.

The quality and standards of the early years provision
and outcomes for children

Young children thoroughly enjoy their time in this setting as shown by their happy
and smiling faces. Very positive relationships are in evidence with staff, who
consistently encourage children to practise their speaking and listening skills and to
learn to take turns and to share their toys and games. Day-to-day planning is good
and links well to the six areas of learning through half-termly topics, such as shape
and colour, transport, people who help us and the seaside. Management and

staff’s use observation and assessment very well in planning children’s next steps
of development.

After self-registration, a wonderful presentation was initiated by a visiting ex-
teacher who helped children to add knowledge of beat and time to their
mathematical, creative and musical development. Children are encouraged to
choose from a wide range of healthy snacks, such as cheese, raisins, carrot,
cucumber, fruit and water. They confidently do this after being encouraged to
identify their seating place by recognising their names on a large colourful lollypop.
Their appreciation of healthy lifestyles is significantly enhanced by the excellent

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006



Inspection Report: |ostock Hall Pre-School Nursery, 23/09/2009

range and use of resources in the outdoor provision. They enjoy many
opportunities to ride bicycles and scooters, rise to the challenge of playing on the
exciting adventure equipment, or simply run, jump or play imaginative games with
their friends. However, formal checks and risk assessments on the safety and
suitability of equipment and of the indoor and outdoor environment are not
consistently recorded for monitoring and improvement purposes.

Children are encouraged to develop a sense of safety as they play with
construction kits, have fun in an imaginary fairground or roll out cakes with dough.
Through their enthusiasm and good behaviour they make a positive contribution to
the success of the setting and, as a result of the wide range of play and learning
activities on offer, they make good progress towards their future development and
well-being.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Grade 1 & Outstanding: this aspect of the provision & of exceptionally high qualty
Grade 2 i Good: this aspect of the provision & strong

Grade 3 s Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision & sound

Grade 4 i Inadeguate: this aspect of the provision i not good enough

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision

How well does the setting meet the needs of the 2
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage?

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 2
improvement

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early
years provision

How effectively is the Early Years Foundation Stage led 2
and managed?

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 2
ambition and driving improvement

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 1
The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 2
diversity

The effectiveness of safequarding 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 2
steps taken to promote improvement

The effectiveness of partnerships 1
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 1
carers

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation
Stage

| The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage | 2

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 2
Stage

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning

The extent to which children feel safe

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which children make a positive contribution

NIN[=[ININ

The extent to which children develop skills for the future

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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