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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

Silverstone Pre-School Group opened in 1969 and is run by a committee. It 
operates from three rooms which are next to the Methodist Chapel in the village of 
Silverstone in Northamptonshire. A maximum of 30 children may attend the setting 

at any one time. The setting is open each weekday from 9.00 am to 12 noon in 
term time only. An optional lunch time club runs five times a week until 12:55 pm. 
All children share access to a secure enclosed outdoor play area. There are 
currently 35 children in the early years age group on roll. The setting is registered 

on the Early Years Register and the compulsory and voluntary parts of the 
Childcare Register. The setting is in receipt of funding for the provision of free 
early years education to children aged three and four. Children come from a wide 

catchment area to attend and the setting supports children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities and also supports children who speak English 
as an additional language. The nursery employs eight members of staff. Of these, 

seven hold appropriate early years qualifications and one is working towards a 
qualification. 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 

Overall the quality of the provision is good. 
 
The setting has a very good understanding of the individual needs of each child 

which ensures that their learning and welfare needs are met consistently and 
effectively. Children show good levels of independence in a well organised play 
environment as they select from a range of interesting activities. The setting has a 

good partnership with parents and other providers which help to support the 
progress that most children make. The provider makes very effective use of well 
developed processes of self-evaluation from which the setting gains an 
understanding of where it needs to improve and so enhance outcomes for children. 

 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 develop the children's use of information and communication technology to 
support their learning.    

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 
the early years provision 
 
The setting has policies and procedures in place which are available to all parents 

and which ensure that it is managed safely, efficiently and in children's interests. 
Children are well safeguarded at all times as adults are vetted for suitability and 
staff work with an understanding of effective working practices. Children are 

supported very well by adults as they play and decide what to do, and their safety 
is enhanced as the setting uses effective and thorough risk assessments to reduce 
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hazards. Children are able to play safely while still being independent and moving 
freely. As a result children can use a range of indoor equipment with confidence 
and access outdoor areas to enhance their learning and broaden their experiences. 
Children's good health and well-being is promoted by staff, for example, in cases 

of illness or minor injuries.  
 
The provider makes good use of self-evaluation to gain accurate information about 

the setting's strengths and weaknesses. The manager ensures that all staff 
contribute to self-evaluation and that targets set are shared to ensure that 
improvements take place. There have been improvements since the last inspection 

especially in how children's progress is tracked and in the range of play 
opportunities that they have. The setting has a good partnership with parents and 
makes a good effort to build links and exchange important information about 

children. Parents are regular volunteer helpers and they contribute to the daily life 
of the setting. In addition the setting works with an understanding of partnerships 
with other settings to support children's ongoing learning and development. 

 
Children are able to play in a well organised environment where limited space is 
used effectively. Children's learning is supported in all areas as they can access 
suitable and appropriate resources and benefit from the support of caring staff. 

Staff interventions are well considered as children are allowed to decide about 
their own play, work with others or share activities with staff according to 
individual needs and preferences. The setting promotes inclusive practice at all 

times and works well to ensure that each child makes at least their expected 
progress towards early learning goals. Staff are well trained and led to both 
understand children's individual needs and to enable children to gain a sense of 

their diverse world. Where children have additional learning needs the setting's 
approach to planning and assessment allows progress to be made. 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 
and outcomes for children 
 
Children make progress in the setting as they access play and learning 

opportunities which are mainly child-led. The setting has a good understanding of 
the starting points of each child and highly effective observations are used to 
monitor the progress that children make. Staff use a variety of methods to ensure 

that any assessment or tracking information is used to plan the next steps in 
children's learning. The information collated by the setting is of a high quality and 
allows children's progress to be understood and future needs to be 

accommodated. This ensures that children are interested in what they do and face 
appropriate challenge. Staff support the individual choices made by children well, 
as a result children play with sand, use mark making equipment or ask to play 

outside. Where staff support children as they share books, have conversations in 
circle time or help children make rockets their relationship supports progress and 
enhances understanding. Children respond very well to adults and conversations 
are common within the setting as children talk about their paintings and staff 

carefully guide children or make suggestions about their play. The setting has a 
very good understanding of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and of how 
young children learn. All areas of learning are given good attention as staff ensure 
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that children can play in a way that suits their age and level of development. 
Children's understanding of number and value is enhanced through practical 
experiences and their early writing skills are developed through role play and mark 
making. Children have access to many positive experiences to support their use of 

books and written language. However, children's learning is not sufficiently 
supported by their use of information and communication technology. 
 

Children's welfare is promoted by the setting. All children are safeguarded and are 
able to grow with an understanding of their safety and that of others in the 
setting. Children's behaviour is good as they show a positive attitude to each other 

as they share and take turns. In addition even the youngest children are able to 
share ideas and listen to other children's conversations and ideas. Staff enable 
children to have an understanding of the varying needs of other children, for 

example, when playing outside or sharing books. In addition children are given 
many opportunities to build on what they can already do and to develop their 
ability to communicate and concentrate. Through their play and access to planned 

activities children learn that different activities require different responses, for 
example, in circle time or in free indoor play. 
 
Outcomes for children are promoted well by the setting. Children enjoy making 

choices as they decide what they want to do. They use their time in the setting 
very well and show a willingness to explore possibilities for themselves. Children 
feel safe in the setting and learn that their behaviour can impact on their safety 

and that of their peers. Staff enhance children's feeling of security as they 
undertake conversations and prompt responses from children. Children learn about 
healthy lifestyles and choices as they play and respond well to the challenge that is 

planned into their play and learning. Children generally acquire skills and abilities 
which are appropriate to their age and their progress ensures that most children 
are prepared well for future learning needs.  
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
How effectively is the Early Years Foundation Stage led 

and managed? 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 



Inspection Report: Silverstone Pre-School Group, 03/11/2009  

 

 

8 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


