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Introduction

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group).
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the
setting where reasonably practicable. The provider must provide a copy of the
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10).

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is
included in Annex B.

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of
registration.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Description of the childminding

The childminder was registered in 2003. She lives with her partner and daughter
aged nine years in Walton-on-Thames. Minded children have access to the whole
of the ground floor, with toilet and sleeping facilities provided in this area. There is
an enclosed back garden. The childminder is registered to care for a maximum of
six children under eight years at any time, of whom no more than three may be in
the early years age range. She is currently minding seven children in the early
years age range, all of whom attend on a part-time basis. The provision is
registered by Ofsted on the Early Years Register and both the voluntary and the
compulsory parts of the Childcare Register. She is a member of the National
Childminding Association. The family has a cat.

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
Overall the quality of the provision is good.

Children are confident and settle quickly in this happy and welcoming environment.
The childminder is very focused on the children, and plans a good mix of activities
in and out of the home for them to enjoy. She liaises closely with parents which
enables her to meet the welfare, learning and development needs of each of the
children in her care. The childminder has her own systems for evaluation, which
have successfully identified her main strengths and areas which she has been able
to develop further.

What steps need to be taken to improve provision
further?

To fully meet the specific requirements of the EYFS, the registered person must:

e Obtain written parental permission to seek any 08/01/2010
necessary emergency medical advice or treatment,
and ensure that systems are robust in requesting this
at the time of each child's admission to the provision
(Safeguarding and welfare)
e ensure that any record of risk assessment is 08/01/2010
sufficiently detailed, for example that it includes all
areas of the premises (Documentation) (also applies
to both parts of the Childcare Register)

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should:
e ensure that as systems to monitor children's progress develop, some form of

tracking is implemented to readily identify any areas for focus across the
areas of learning.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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The effectiveness of leadership and management of
the early years provision

The childminder has a good understanding of safeguarding children. She makes
daily checks to ensure her premises are safe and secure. Records of risk
assessments are maintained for her home and outings, but they sometimes lack
detail, for example, they do not include the garden. This does not meet
requirements. The childminder has attended training about child protection issues,
and has a secure understanding of the procedures to follow should she have a
concern. She has her own system for evaluation which is effective in identifying
her main strengths and areas for development. For example, she has recently re-
organised her conservatory to be the main area for storage of toys, leaving the
sitting room free for quiet activities and to sleep young children in. Children are
learning about themselves and their community through regular trips and
discussion. Some resources promote the diverse world, so that children develop
positive attitudes from an early age. The childminder is proactive in keeping up to
date with issues affecting her business. She attends regular training, and acts as a
support childminder to those setting up their service.

The childminder has good partnerships with parents. Communication is effective
both ways, so that parents and the childminder both have a good understanding of
the children's likes and interests. This enables the childminder to have discussions
with the children which make them feel valued and included. The childminder has
detailed policy documents which reflect her practice. These are shared with
parents so that they have a good understanding of the way she operates her
business. Parental permissions are generally recorded, however this is not the case
for permission to seek emergency medical treatment or advice. This does not meet
requirements. Partnerships with other settings delivering the Early Years
Foundation Stage (EYFS) are informal and work well. The childminder has a good
knowledge of what children are learning about at nursery and school, and is able
to support their learning through discussion.

The childminder completes detailed daily diaries for young children which give a
comprehensive picture of children's achievements. Parents say they value these.
Some children have 'Learning Journeys' which highlight their development more
specifically across each of the areas of learning, and show that children make
progress. The childminder is in the process of implementing these for each of the
children in the early years age range. Currently there is no system to track
development to identify any areas for focus and planning, although the childminder
has identified this as an area for development through her own systems of self-
evaluation.

The quality and standards of the early years provision
and outcomes for children

The children arrive happily and are keen to take part in the activities the
childminder has prepared. For example, on the day of inspection older children
were making Christmas cards. They spend an extended period of time using

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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resources such as glitter glue, pompoms and stickers to create a design they are

pleased with. The childminder has high expectations, she encourages the children
to write their own name inside the card, and then extends this by asking them to
find the sounds and letters from an alphabet toy, to write who the card is to. The
childminder is promoting their early writing and reading skills.

Younger children's individual routines are followed. The childminder is skilled at
recognising when they are tired, and children settle happily in a travel cot or buggy
to rest. She makes sure they are comfortable by changing their nappies, and
regularly offering them drinks. Children are interested in the resources. Younger
children enjoy taking cushions into a pop up tent to make a den, they play
imaginatively. The children experience a good mix of adult led and child initiated
play, inside and out, which promotes their learning. Children are starting to learn
about safety. They practise evacuation which means they are skilled at listening to
instructions, and knowledgeable about leaving the premises safely and quickly in
an emergency.

The children enjoy warm relationships with the childminder and each other. They
happily approach her for a cuddle and she sits on the floor and plays with them
which extends their enjoyment of activities. They involve each other in their
games, and older children have a nurturing approach towards the younger
children. Children behave very well. The childminder has a consistent and positive
approach which is effective and encourages wanted behaviour, and she
communicates very clearly to children so that they understand what is happening
as the day progresses. Activities are inclusive. For example, an older child spends
time cutting up mushrooms to make a pizza for lunch. The childminder encourages
younger children to handle their own mushrooms, and they are interested in the
texture. Both children enjoy the activity which promotes their physical
development and encourages them to develop good attitudes towards eating a
more varied diet. Older children are learning to protect their good health, they
independently go to wash their hands before lunch.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Grade 1 & Outstanding: this aspect of the provision & of exceptionally high qualty
Grade 2 i Good: this aspect of the provision & strong

Grade 3 ks Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision & sound

Grade 4 i Inadeguate: this aspect of the provision i not good enough

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision

How well does the setting meet the needs of the 2
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage?

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 2
improvement

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early
years provision

How effectively is the Early Years Foundation Stage led 2
and managed?

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 2
ambition and driving improvement

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2
The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 2
diversity

The effectiveness of safequarding 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 2
steps taken to promote improvement

The effectiveness of partnerships 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 2
carers

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation
Stage

| The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage | 2

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 2
Stage

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning

The extent to which children feel safe

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which children make a positive contribution

NININININ

The extent to which children develop skills for the future

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex B: the Childcare Register

The provider confirms that the requirements of the
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:

The provider confirms that the requirements of the
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:

Not Met (with
actions)

Not Met (with
actions)

The registered provider does not meet the requirements of the compulsory and or

voluntary part/s of the Childcare Register.

To comply with the requirements of the compulsory part of the Childcare Register,
the registered person must take the following action/s by the specified date:

o take action as specified in the early years section of
the report (Suitability and Safety of Premises and

Equipment)

08/01/2010

To comply with the requirements of the voluntary part of the Childcare Register, the
registered person must take the following action/s by the specified date:

o take action as specified in the early years section of
the report (Suitability and Safety of Premises and

Equipment)

08/01/2010
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