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Introduction

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group).
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the
setting where reasonably practicable. The provider must provide a copy of the
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10).

Children only attend this setting before and/or after the school day and/or during
the school holidays. The judgements in this report reflect the quality of early years
provision offered to children during those periods.

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is
included in Annex B.

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of
registration.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Description of the childminding

The childminder was registered in 1993. She lives with her husband and two adult
children in Billericay, Essex close to shops, parks, schools and public transport
links. The ground floor of the childminder’s home is used for childminding. A
secure enclosed garden is used for outdoor play activities.

The childminder is registered to care for a maximum of six children under eight
years at any one time, no more than of which three may be in the early years age
range. She is currently minding three children in this age group. The children live
in the local area and some also attend sessions at local pre-schools. The
childminder also offers care to children aged over five years to 11 years. This
provision is registered by Ofsted on the compulsory and voluntary parts of the
Childcare Register.

The childminder collects children from the local school.

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
Overall the quality of the provision is good.

The childminder provides effectively for children in the Early Years Foundation
Stage (EYFS), they make consistent progress in their learning and development
and their welfare and safety are carefully prioritised. Extremely good partnerships
with parents are actively fostered and this is a key strength benefiting all who use
childminding service. Children are confident, settled and enjoy spending time at
the setting. The childminder is committed to improving her practice and has
targeted plans for improvement in her self-evaluation.

What steps need to be taken to improve provision
further?

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should:

o develop opportunities to work in partnership with other providers delivering
the EYFS to ensure progression and continuity of care.

The effectiveness of leadership and management of
the early years provision

Children's welfare, care and safety are promoted effectively. All children are highly
valued as individuals and therefore feel safe and welcomed in the childminder's
care. Good routines are planned to meet the children's individual needs and fit in
with their attendance in other settings. The childminder collects children from local
schools and has some communication with key staff, however, this has not been
fully developed to support children's learning and development across all the Early
Years Foundation Stage settings that the children attend. Children's learning is,
however, shared very well with parents who comment very positively on the
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childminder's systems of communication and sharing of children's learning and
development.

The childminder is committed to her professional development and is working hard
towards a Level 3 certificate in Childcare and Development. The childminder works
in a sessional pre-school additionally to childminding and uses this well to support
her practice. Consequently, written procedures are written well and understood
and the childminder is confident in her implementation of the Early Years
Foundation Stage.

Childrens safety is given the utmost priority, all adults in the house are checked as
suitable to be with children. The childminder has a robust safeguarding policy
which is shared with parents on admission. The house and garden are checked
carefully and are extremely safe and secure, written risk assessments specifically
detail any risks and the action taken to minimise any potential danger to children.
These comprehensively cover all areas and include outings.

Equality and diversity are also a high priority for the childminder who ensures that
activities are open to all children to ensure they can take part. Children are also
supported well as they learn about different cultures and festivals from around the
world. The childminder is able to use her knowledge and experience to give her
information about religious and cultural festivals and consequently children in her
care are able to learn and respect other peoples differences.

The quality and standards of the early years provision
and outcomes for children

The childminder has a good understanding of the EYFS and plans for children's
individual interests using her secure knowledge. She makes observations of
children's play and evaluates these to plan their learning and developmental needs.
Consequently, children make good progress across all areas of learning and
development and this is evidenced well in their individual folders; in addition to
things they have made, observations and photographs of their development.
Children's learning is shared well with parents who are given a wealth of
information regarding a wide range of topics. The childminder flexibly adapts her
practice to help parents and families according to their work patterns and needs
and this extremely helpful and supportive approach is truly valued by parents.

Daily routines meet childrens' needs well, they are attend pre-school and part-time
school sessions in the morning arriving home to a freshly cooked meal and choice
of activities in the afternoon. Children clearly enjoy the hot meals that are
appetising and nutritious, the childminder is creative and adaptable at providing
choices that children like whilst ensuing food is healthy. Children's healthy lifestyles
are encouraged by the childminder who enables them to play outside as much as
possible. The well-kept accessible garden leads from the kitchen and houses many
appealing resources that the children use to develop their physical abilities.
Children can play football; use large bats and balls and play skittles in the garden.
Additionally, they walk to local schools where they are taught about the dangers of
the road and learn safe and consistent routines.
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The childminder uses her secure knowledge and experience to help children extend
their knowledge and progress in their learning. Childrens learn about numbers, for
example, they count cars, reliably counting up to ten and beyond. They start to
add together and understand that two numbers can be added together to make
another as the childminder uses opportunities that develop in their play to provide
extension activities. Children are able to make choices about resources and are
becoming increasingly independent as they put their shoes on to play outside in
and choose their resources

to play with in the garden.

The childminder promotes inclusive practice welcoming all children and helping
them to respect one another. Children who are bi-lingual are supported well and
have their home language reflected well in the setting. The childminder celebrates
a range of festivals to help children learn about different cultures and the
childminder uses her knowledge and experience to provide the resources to
support this.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Grade 1 & Outstanding: this aspect of the provision & of exceptionally high qualty
Grade 2 i Good: this aspect of the provision & strong

Grade 3 ks Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision & sound

Grade 4 i Inadeguate: this aspect of the provision i not good enough

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision

How well does the setting meet the needs of the 2
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage?

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 2
improvement

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early
years provision

How effectively is the Early Years Foundation Stage led 2
and managed?

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 2
ambition and driving improvement

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2
The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 2
diversity

The effectiveness of safequarding 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 2
steps taken to promote improvement

The effectiveness of partnerships 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 1
carers

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation
Stage

| The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage | 2

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 2
Stage

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning

The extent to which children feel safe

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which children make a positive contribution

NININININ

The extent to which children develop skills for the future

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk
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Annex B: the Childcare Register

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:
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