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Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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Description of the childminding 
 

The childminder has been registered since March 2009. She lives with her husband 
and two pre-school aged children in Leatherhead in Surrey. The whole of the 
ground floor of the childminder’s house is used for childminding and there is a fully 

enclosed garden for outdoor play. Local facilities include the town centre, schools, 
parks and the library. The childminder has a cat.  
 
The childminder is registered to care for a maximum of four children under eight 

years, of whom, one can be in the early years age group. She is currently caring 
for two children in the early years age group and one older child, who all attend on 
a part time basis. The childminder is registered on the Early Years Register and the 

voluntary and compulsory parts of the Childcare Register.  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is good. 

 
The childminder has a very clear vision for her provision and she has successfully 
created an inclusive environment. Children are well cared for and they are making 

good progress. The childminder uses self-evaluation very effectively to identify 
how she wishes to develop her provision. She works well with parents and other 
provisions to meet children's individual needs at all times and to ensure continuity 

of care.  
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 ensure a date of review is recorded for risk assessments  
 continue to develop a range of resources that are suitable for older children 

in the early years age group, so that all children enjoy a challenging learning 

and development experience tailored to their individual needs.   
 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 
The childminder uses self-evaluation very effectively to identify the strengths and 

areas for development in her provision. She is continually looking for ways to make 
her practice more efficient and effective for the benefit of the children in her care. 
 
Resources are very well deployed to enhance the children's experiences. The 

childminder makes good use of her wider community and organises her internal 
resources well. The childminder is proactive in gathering information about the 
children so that she can tailor her provision to meet their individual needs. To this 

end, she engages well with parents, exchanging information on a  daily basis, and 
she researches additional needs on the internet. The childminder maintains good 
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links with other providers. For example, she fully understands school routines and 
has details of termly events so that she can support the children. 
 
The childminder works hard to ensure children are safe and thriving in her 

provision. She takes steps to maintain a safe environment. She understands 
safeguarding issues and the procedures to follow if she has concerns about a child 
in her care.  

 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

and outcomes for children 
 
Children are well supported to develop their own play and to make choices about 
the activities they engage in. The childminder shares her time well to ensure all 
children's individual needs are met. Children can easily access the range of 

resources that are set up for them on a daily basis and children are encouraged to 
work together to tidy up throughout the day. Resources are plentiful for the 
youngest children. However, resources that are suitable for older children in the 

early years age group are limited at present. 
 
Children are actively engaged in activities such as pretending to shop, where they 

choose their items and pay for them. They quietly read books, use the interactive 
toys, count throughout the daily routine and play outdoors in the garden or the 
park whenever possible. Activities are planned that cover all six areas of learning 

and the childminder is continually developing her planning framework to ensure 
there is a good balance of activities available to the children. 
 

The childminder observes the children's activities on a regular basis and these are 
very well recorded. The observation sheets provide a wealth of information to 
enable the childminder to establish children's skills and areas for development and 
the children's records are beautifully presented.  

 
Regular risk assessments, outdoors and indoors, and daily checks contribute to 
children's safety and these are well recorded. However, the childminder has not 

identified a date of review for all risk assessments and this is a requirement. The 
childminder teaches children to keep themselves safe through effective routines 
and house rules without compromising their independence. Children engage in 

regular emergency evacuation practices to ensure they understand the procedures 
to follow in the event of a fire and older children support younger ones within the 
home. Children are very comfortable with the childminder and settled in the home. 

This demonstrates how safe the children feel in the childminder's care.  
 
Children benefit from a wide range of healthy meals and snacks throughout the 

day. Younger children choose their snacks by pointing and older ones are able to 
select from the range on offer. The childminder encourages children to become 
involved in shopping and cooking so that they understand the benefits of a healthy 
diet and children know how regular exercise and physical play contributes to their 

well-being. Good hygiene procedures protect children from infection and children 
are taught about effective hand washing from a very young age. 
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Children behave well and share the resources willingly. The childminder deals with 
unwanted behaviour calmly and consistently. Children learn about different 
cultures through access to a suitable range of resources, such as dolls, smal l world 
figures, books and puzzles and through visits in the wider community. 
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
How effectively is the Early Years Foundation Stage led 

and managed? 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


