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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

Children only attend this setting before and/or after the school day and/or during 
the school holidays. The judgements in this report reflect the quality of early years 
provision offered to children during those periods. 

 
The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 

Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
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Description of the setting 
 

Funhouse Link Club was registered in 2009 following a change of ownership. The 
setting is privately owned and operates from Manor House Primary School situated 
in Frodsham, Cheshire. Children are cared for within four ground floor rooms. 

There is a secure area available for outdoor play. The setting is open five days a 
week from 07.50 to 09.00 and 15.15 to 18.00 during term time and from 07.50 to 
18.00 in school holidays. Children attend from the local community and 
surrounding areas. The provision is registered on the Early Years Register and on 

both the voluntary and compulsory parts of the Childcare Register. A maximum of 
40 children may attend the setting at any one time. There are currently 65 children 
on roll, of these, eight are within the Early Years Foundation Stage, and 21 are 

under eight years. The setting is able to support children with learning difficulties 
and/or disabilities and children who speak English as an additional language. The 
setting employs four members of staff including the manager. Three staff are 

qualified to level 3 in early years and one member of staff is working towards a 
recognised early years qualification. The setting receives support from the local 
authority early years advisory team.  

 

Overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall, the quality of provision is satisfactory. Children are happy, well cared for 
and enjoy their time in this secure and inclusive setting. They are provided with an 

appropriate range of activities and games which engage their interest, but planning 
to Early Years Foundation Stage requirements is brief and lacks detail. There are 
currently no consistent systems to record children’s progress or identify next steps 

in learning. Self-evaluation to bring about further improvement, although 
adequate, is not yet formally recorded. Current practice shows satisfactory capacity 
to improve further.                 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
  

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 develop planning so that it links more closely with the expectations of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage requirements  
 develop consistent observation and assessment systems to record children’s 

progress and identify next steps in learning, building on what the children 

already know and can do   
 implement formal systems for self-evaluation in order to measure accurately 

the success of actions taken and their impact on children’s learning and 

development.    
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The leadership and management of the early years 
provision 
 
The setting runs smoothly on a day-to-day basis thanks to the committed and 

suitably qualified staff. Clear staff recruitment and induction procedures ensure 
that new staff are suitable to work with children and are clear about their 
responsibilities. Effective systems, policies and procedures to safeguard children’s 

health, safety and wellbeing are in place, regularly reviewed and followed vigilantly 
by all staff. Daily safety checks and risk assessments ensure that children feel safe 
and well cared for in this secure environment. The children’s key workers are 

sensitive to their needs at the end of a long day in school and provide a ‘listening 
ear’ when needed. Consequently, children feel valued as individuals.  
 
Satisfactory partnerships with parents and the school ensure continuity of care and 

support. Parents are pleased with what the setting offers. They appreciate the 
regular contact with the friendly staff who keep them informed of their children’s 
welfare and achievements. Staff reflect regularly on their practice to identify areas 

for improvement and training. However, self-evaluations are not yet formally 
recorded. As a result, it is difficult to measure accurately the result of any actions 
taken and their benefits to children’s learning and development.    

 

The quality and standards of the early years provision  
 
Staff create a welcoming, relaxed and inclusive atmosphere at the setting which 
helps children feel at ease at the end of a busy school day. Children are happy and 

enjoy their time at the club as they eagerly choose from a suitable range of 
practical activities that engage their interest. Over the week activities cover all six 
areas of learning and children make steady progress in their learning and 

development. Children show good levels of concentration as they carefully colour 
in pictures of imaginary animals, decorate their own cups for snack time and 
become engrossed in reading in the quiet area. However, although staff try to 

match activities to children’s interests, planning lacks detail and specific reference 
to the Early Years Foundation Stage requirements. Observation and assessment 
systems are not yet consistently in place to record children’s progress and plan 
next steps in learning. 

 
Relationships are good; children willingly share resources, take turns and behave 
well at all times. They quickly grow in confidence and independence as they 

choose their own activities and equipment and tidy away afterwards. Children 
respond well to the praise and encouragement of older children and staff, who act 
as good role models and help them with new activities or unfamiliar resources. 

 
Children learn about staying safe, fit and healthy as they enthusiastically join in 
outdoor physical activities. They tuck into the nutritious snacks provided for them, 

although they would benefit from more varied choices. Children really enjoy 
teatime because it gives them opportunities to interact socially with others as they 
share their news or talk about the day’s events. Children are taught safety 

procedures through regular fire drills and the correct way to handle equipment. 
They are developing a sound understanding of different cultures and traditions 
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through a range of resources, food tasting and pieces of artwork to celebrate 
festivals of the world’s major religions. Children develop appropriate skills for the 
future as they participate in fund raising activities, for example, for Red Nose Day. 
They learn to cooperate, share ideas, play harmoniously together and show care 

for each other and the environment.    
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

Overall effectiveness 
 

How effective is the provision in meeting the needs 
of children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

3 

How well does the provision promote inclusive practice? 3 
The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 

improvement. 
3 

 

Leadership and management 
 

How effectively is provision in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage led and managed? 
3 

How effective is the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement? 

3 

How well does the setting work in partnership with parents 
and others? 

3 

How well are children safeguarded? 2 
 

Quality and standards  
 

How effectively are children in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage helped to learn and develop? 

3 

How effectively is the welfare of children in the Early 

Years Foundation Stage promoted? 
3 

How well are children helped to stay safe?  3 
How well are children helped to be healthy? 3 
How well are children helped to enjoy and achieve? 3 
How well are children helped to make a positive 
contribution? 

3 

How well are children helped develop skills that will 
contribute to their future economic well-being? 

3 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


