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Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

Children only attend this setting before and/or after the school day and/or during 
the school holidays. The judgements in this report reflect the quality of early years 
provision offered to children during those periods. 

 
The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 

Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 



Inspection Report: Tommy's Time After School Club, 06/05/2009  

 

 

3 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Description of the setting 
 

Tommy's Time After School Club is run by a voluntary committee. It opened in 
1998 and operates from two rooms within St. Thomas Church of England Primary 
School in the town of Garstang in North Lancashire. The club provides out of 

school care for children who attend the school. There are no issues which may 
hinder access to the premises. A maximum of 32 children aged under eight years 
may attend the setting at any one time. The club currently takes children from four 
years of age and also offers care to children aged eight years to 11 years. The 

group is open five days a week from 15.00 to 18.00, term time only. 
 
There are currently 44 children on roll. Of these 27 are under eight years and of 

these eight are within the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). The setting 
supports children with learning difficulties and/or disabilities. The provision is 
registered by Ofsted on the Early Years Register and the compulsory and voluntary 

Childcare Register. 
 
There are six part-time members of staff, including the manager, who work 

directly with the children. Five of the staff hold appropriate early years 
qualifications and one is working towards a qualification. The club receives support 
from the ‘4Children’ Association. 

 

Overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is good. Children are making good progress, 
given their age, ability and starting points. Staff use their good knowledge of 

children and their individual needs, interests and abilities to successfully promote 
their welfare and learning. Positive partnerships with parents and the host school 
enable staff to effectively plan for individual children. Children benefit from a 
positive commitment to inclusion that is helping them to learn about equality and 

diversity. The club makes effective use of self-evaluation procedures and the 
enthusiasm and commitment of the staff team ensures continuous improvements 
are made to the service provided.     

 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
  
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 ensure the safeguarding children policy is in line with Local Safeguarding 

Children Board guidance and procedures  
 continue to update policies and procedures to ensure they are fully in line 

with the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework  
 develop further the assessment system to ensure children's next steps in 

learning are clearly identified.   

 
To fully meet the specific requirements of the EYFS, the registered person must: 
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 maintain a record of identified aspects of the 
environment that need to be checked on a regular 
basis, including when and by whom they have been 

checked. (Suitable premises, environment and 
equipment) (also applies to both parts of the Childcare 
Register) 08/05/2009 

 

 

The leadership and management of the early years 

provision 
 
The leadership of the setting ensures that positive steps are taken to put children’s 
care and learning as a priority. The process of reflective practice is used to identify 

areas for development and key strengths. This results in appropriate changes 
being made to enhance outcomes for children. For example, both the indoor and 
outdoor environments have been upgraded to provide a broad range of activities 
for children. All future plans are well targeted to provide children with further 

opportunities to progress and enjoy their time in the setting. The committed team 
of staff work coherently to meet children's needs and their infectious enthusiasm 
means that children develop positive attitudes towards learning. Regular appraisals 

and clear support systems allow staff to attend frequent and relevant training 
which promotes their continuous professional development. Staff work closely in 
partnership with parents and others to safeguard children and to promote their 

care and education. Families are provided with good quality information about the 
club and are well informed about their children’s achievements and progress. For 
example, notice boards, newsletters and daily opportunities to discuss their 

children’s progress with their key worker are in place. Children with learning 
difficulties and/or disabilities are well supported through good links with outside 
agencies, parents and the host school. Effective interaction from skilled staff 

means they receive consistent care and support.  
 
Records, policies and procedures required for safe and efficient management of 
the EYFS are effectively kept. However, these are currently being updated to 

ensure they fully reflect the EYFS requirements. Regular risk assessments and daily 
visual checks are carried out on both the indoor and outdoor areas, to help 
minimise risks to children. However, no record is maintained of these regular 

checks or when and by whom they have been made, which is a requirement of the 
EYFS. The children are safeguarded as staff have a secure understanding of the 
child protection procedures and know when to put these into practice. However, 

the child protection policy does not fully reflect the changes to the local authority 
procedures from April 2006 with regard to the Local Safeguarding Children Board. 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision  
 

Children are relaxed and show a positive attitude to learning. They are happy, 
confident and well-settled in the setting. Interactions are good and staff are 
proactive in enabling the children to express themselves, experiment and explore. 

Planning of activities has a high focus on children’s interests and developing social 
awareness. Ongoing observations enable staff to record children’s achievements in 
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learning and plan activities which offer suitable levels of challenge. However, 
information is not effectively used to clearly identify their next steps in learning. 
Purposeful play both in and out of doors, throughout the setting ensures that all 
areas of learning are covered. Children are keen to access the range of well-

presented play activities. All children have regular opportunities to enjoy mark-
making using a variety of different resources. For example, children enjoy 
designing and making patterns when cross-stitching or being creative with stencils. 

Children’s knowledge and understanding of the world around them is effectively 
promoted through daily resources. Their involvement in a range of activities which 
look at different celebrations and cultures from around the world supports their 

developing awareness of diversity. Children regularly play outside with a broad 
range of equipment which helps the development of their physical skills. For 
example, they participate in games of football, quick cricket and throwing and 

catching games. Children confidently negotiate obstacles and explore large and 
small equipment. They develop a sound sense of independence and self-worth as 
they are encouraged to take responsibility for themselves and each other and 

follow the club rules. Staff are good role models and the consistent use of praise, 
encouragement and positive reinforcement contributes effectively to the children 
developing good social skills and a sense of belonging to a wider family group.  
 

Children's health and safety is solidly supported. For example, they know the 
procedure to follow in the event of an emergency and understand the safety rules 
as staff give clear explanations of the possible consequences. Children enjoy a 

varied and healthy range of snack options and are beginning to learn about 
healthy eating through planned activities and discussion. They follow good hygiene 
practices by routinely washing hands before snacks and after using the bathroom. 

This is actively encouraged and well supervised by staff.  
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

Overall effectiveness 
 

How effective is the provision in meeting the needs 
of children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

How well does the provision promote inclusive practice? 2 
The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 

improvement. 
2 

 

Leadership and management 
 

How effectively is provision in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage led and managed? 
2 

How effective is the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement? 

2 

How well does the setting work in partnership with parents 
and others? 

2 

How well are children safeguarded? 2 
 

Quality and standards  
 

How effectively are children in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage helped to learn and develop? 

2 

How effectively is the welfare of children in the Early 

Years Foundation Stage promoted? 
2 

How well are children helped to stay safe?  2 
How well are children helped to be healthy? 2 
How well are children helped to enjoy and achieve? 2 
How well are children helped to make a positive 
contribution? 

2 

How well are children helped develop skills that will 
contribute to their future economic well-being? 

2 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Not Met (with 
actions) 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Not Met (with 
actions) 

 
The registered provider does not meet the requirements of the compulsory and or 

voluntary part/s of the Childcare Register.  
 
To comply with the requirements of the compulsory part of the Childcare Register, 

the registered person must take the following action/s by the specified date: 
 

  take action as specified in the early years section of 

the report (CR5) 08/05/2009 
 
To comply with the requirements of the voluntary part of the Childcare Register, the 

registered person must take the following action/s by the specified date:  
 

  take action as specified in the early years section of 

the report (CR5) 08/05/2009 
 


