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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision 
which Ofsted has received since the last inspection or registration whichever is the 

later, which require Ofsted or the provider to take action in Annex C. 
  
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 

setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 

 
The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 

Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
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Description of the setting 
 

Straylands Day Nursery was registered in 1992, and is a privately managed facility. 
It operates from a three storey, mid-terraced house on the outskirts of York. The 
nursery has an enclosed rear garden for outside play provision. There is parking to 

the rear of the building. Children attend from both the local area and further a field 
as parents commute into York. The nursery opens Monday to Friday 08.00 to 
18.00 all year, apart from Bank Holidays. 
 

The nursery uses the whole of the building. The babies and pre-school children are 
cared for on the ground floor and the toddlers on the first floor. The additional 
rooms are used for meetings, small group and individual sessions. The nursery is 

registered on the Early Years Register. A maximum of 22 children aged from birth 
to under eight years may attend at any one time. There are currently 49 children 
on roll, all are in the early years age range. The nursery is in receipt of funding for 

the provision of early education to children aged three and four. It is also 
registered on the compulsory part of the Childcare Register. The nursery supports 
children with learning difficulties and physical disabilities and for whom English is 

an additional language. Staff from the nursery offer a collection service for children 
attending local nursery schools and playgroups.  
 

The nursery have animals which include a rabbit, guinea pigs and hamsters and 
gerbils and some fish are looked after inside nursery. There are nine staff who 
work full or part-time, of whom seven have relevant childcare qualifications at 
levels two to four.  

 
The nursery receives support from the Local Authority and is a member of the 
Holly's Partnership, the National Day Nurseries Association and the Active Play 

Equipment Library. 
 

Overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is good. The nursery effectively provide the 

Early Years Foundation Stage which successfully promotes children's ongoing 
learning and progress. Very good relationships are established with staff and 
children which ensures a happy environment where children enjoy their learning 

through positive play experiences. Children's welfare and safety is monitored to a 
high standard by staff and management. The children's individual and varied needs 
are valued and provision is personalised to ensure inclusion is fully respected and 

supported. The nursery recognise the importance of developing their provision and 
positive steps are taken to monitor and evaluate the care and learning offered.   
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 
further? 
  
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 

 
 review the use of areas available for children under three years; to enable 



Inspection Report: Straylands Nursery, 10/02/2009  

 

 

4 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

them to maximise their learning opportunites throughout the sessions.    
 

The leadership and management of the early years 

provision 
 
The staff and management continuously monitor their practice in all areas. This is 
through monthly audits which all staff contribute to and includes the older 

children's comments. This is clear in identifying what works well and the areas to 
improve and develop. Staff appraisals provide individual plans for them which build 
on their strengths and areas to extend, such as access to relevant training. The 

excellent links with other agencies provide a cohesive approach and a high level of 
support to children with additional needs which is a key strength of the nursery. 
Parents are actively encouraged to contribute to their children's learning and 
development. The allocation of a key person for their children enables them 

continuity and consistency in the sharing of information. This is through daily 
record sheets and diaries for the under three's and children's learning journey files. 
These provide details of children's progress which are enhanced with photographs 

of them participating and enjoying their activities which clearly link to the six areas 
of learning. Parents comments are both verbal and through the questionnaire. The 
feedback provided enabled staff to respond quickly to their comments. This 

included more time when they arrived in the morning; to share information as 
parents felt they did not have the opportunity as staff busy at this time. This 
resulted in additional staff on duty to enable parents time to talk with their 

children's key staff.  
 
The range of policies and procedures provide a comprehensive approach to the 

high importance of children's safety and welfare. These are reviewed to ensure 
they are relevant and reflect nursery practice, all are shared with parents. Staff 
regularly renew their safeguarding and first aid training to remain up to date in 
their knowledge. Other information is provided through the parents notice board 

and regular newsletters. The recruitment and selection procedures are detailed 
and robust and include a written induction process, all new staff are allocated a 
mentor during this time.  

 

The quality and standards of the early years provision  
 
Children are happy and motivated in what they do at the nursery. Staff have a 
good understanding of supporting children's individual interests which they extend 

and link effectively to the six areas of learning. This is clearly recorded through 
staff's observations and assessment of each child which identifies children's next 
steps to ensure their ongoing progress. Children make choices in what they do and 

this is supported with a wide range of resources, equipment and information. 
Children interested in skeletons which extended to learning about 'our bodies'. 
Staff use photographs and written accounts of what they see and hear from the 

children. These are recorded in the children's individual learning journey which is 
further enhanced with a collection of children's creative achievements. The nursery 
have implemented the key person system which is well managed and offers 

parents and children consistency, support and the development of trusting 
relationships.  
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The babies and toddlers have a variety of activities which enable them to explore 
and have creative experiences through a range of tactile resources. Staff respond 
well to the babies vocalising and gestures. The development of treasure baskets, 

the singing and use of action songs create excitement and fun. Space and mobility 
is suitable for the babies to move around. However, some areas provided for the 
under three year olds is not yet sufficiently developed for children's ongoing access 

to resources and activities which maximise their learning opportunities more 
effectively. The relationships with the children and staff are very caring and 
cuddles are plentiful. This promotes secure attachments where the children settle 

well, including respecting their individual routines and needs.  
 
Older children initiate their own play and access to the resources is continuous, 

staff respond well to their requests and questions. The communication with 
children and their peers and staff is very good, they are enthusiastic and 
vocabulary is wide, such as discussing skiing lessons. The children use simple sign 

language to communicate with each other. This promotes an excellent 
environment for children who have additional needs who are fully included and 
responded to. The opportunity for the children to use and be familiar with numbers 
is managed well through their every day play. The promotion and recognition of 

shapes, colours, weight and volume are linked effectively into the daily routines 
and activities, such as sand, water play and baking. There are various displays 
around which offer children good visual access to letters and words. Use of books 

and visits to the library and the story sacks promote language, recognition of some 
words, letters and their sounds. The outside area enables children to explore, to 
plant and grow herbs and some vegetables. The access to larger equipment and 

more physical activities and walks develop children's physical skills well. The access 
to the nursery animals enhances their ability to care and see nature around them. 
Children have images, displays and resources in the nursery which promote the 

wider world in a positive way, The children take part in celebrations throughout the 
year which reflect their own and other cultures. This provides a balance to enable 
the children to develop a positive understanding of the wider world. 

 
Children respond well to the staff, who offer ongoing praise and encouragement 
which is effective in building children's confidence and self-esteem. Children are 
developing their skills to share, take turns and be aware of others. The children 

use the facilities appropriately for their personal care needs. Good practices are in 
place to ensure cross infection is kept to a minimum; to ensure surfaces are kept 
clean and children freely access tissues for their noses. Children's safety and 

welfare is managed to a high level and clear risk assessments and policies and 
procedures fully support staffs practice and what to do if they have a concern 
regarding a child. Meals and snacks are provided by the nursery which promote a 

healthy range for the children which is reflected in the menus. The nursery mostly 
cook from fresh produce and promote as far as possible the 'five a day' fruit and 
vegetable programme. 
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

Overall effectiveness 
 

How effective is the provision in meeting the needs 
of children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

How well does the provision promote inclusive practice? 1 
The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 

improvement. 
2 

 

Leadership and management 
 

How effectively is provision in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage led and managed? 
2 

How effective is the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement? 

2 

How well does the setting work in partnership with parents 
and others? 

2 

How well are children safeguarded? 2 
 

Quality and standards  
 

How effectively are children in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage helped to learn and develop? 

2 

How effectively is the welfare of children in the Early 

Years Foundation Stage promoted? 
2 

How well are children helped to stay safe?  2 
How well are children helped to be healthy? 2 
How well are children helped to enjoy and achieve? 2 
How well are children helped to make a positive 
contribution? 

1 

How well are children helped develop skills that will 
contribute to their future economic well-being? 

2 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 
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Annex C: complaint/s made to Ofsted 
 

This section of the report includes details of any complaint/s made to Ofsted when: 
 we took action for the provider to meet the requirements of the Early Years 

Register; or 

 we asked the provider to take action in order to meet the requirements of 
the Early Years Register; or 

 the provider had already taken any necessary action to meet the 

requirements of the Early Years Register.  
 
We will not report on any complaint where the provider met the requirements of 

the Early Years Register or did not require any action by Ofsted or the registered 
provider. 
 

Detail of the complaint/s  
 
There have been no complaints made to Ofsted since the last inspection. 

 
The provider is required to keep a record of complaints made by parents, which 
they can see on request. The complaints record may contain complaints other than 

those made to Ofsted. 
 


