
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

© Crown copyright 2009      13550220 

 

Website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 

This document may be reproduced in whole or in part for non-commercial educational purposes, 

provided that the information quoted is reproduced without adaptation and the source and date of 

publication are stated. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Inspection report for early years provision 
 
 
Unique reference number  110849 

Inspect ion date 10/03/2009 

Inspector Tonia Chilcott 

  

Type of setting Childminder  

 

 



Inspection Report:  10/03/2009  

 

 

2 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision 
which Ofsted has received since the last inspection or registration whichever is the 

later, which require Ofsted or the provider to take action in Annex C. 
  
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 

setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 

 
The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 

Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
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Description of the childminding 
 

The childminder has been registered since 2000. She lives with her husband and 
their two children; both of whom are aged over eight. They live in a house in 
Hedge End, Southampton, that has no steps to access the property. Local 

amenities are within walking distance. All areas of the property are available for 
childminding although this generally occurs on the ground floor. Children access a 
fully enclosed garden for outside play. The childminder is registered to care for a 
maximum of six children at any one time and is also registered to provide 

overnight care for two children. Currently there are eight children on roll, six of 
whom are in the Early Years age range. The childminder is registered on the Early 
Years Register and both the compulsory and voluntary parts of the Childcare 

Register. 
 

Overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
The quality of the provision is outstanding. Children are very happy and settled in 

the care of the childminder, where they thoroughly enjoy their time. Children’s 
learning is extended very well by the childminder who skilfully and effortlessly 
questions and challenges the children throughout the day. The childminder has an 

excellent awareness and understanding of the unique and varied needs of each 
child in her care, thus ensuring that she is fully able to meet the individual needs 
of each child exceptionally well. The childminder demonstrates a clear commitment 

to improving the provision she provides, implementing an effective system to 
evaluate and identify areas for further improvement.  
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 
further? 
   
To further improve the high quality early years provision the registered person 

should consider: 
 

 develop the records of learning and development further, linking 

observations clearly to the early learning goals 
 

The leadership and management of the early years 

provision 
 
The childminder aims to maintain high quality provision at all times. This is 
achieved through a thorough self evaluation system that is used to identify areas 

for further development. For example, the childminder has identified that children’s 
development records are not always clearly linked to the early learning goals. 
However, the childminder’s highly motivated attitude and her commitment to 

further training, ensures that outcomes for children are effectively promoted at all 
times.   
 

Children are very well protected by the childminder who has a secure knowledge of 
safeguarding procedures. Children gain an excellent self awareness of safety both 
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inside and outside of the home, for example during regular fire drills, which are 
planned exceptionally well to ensure that all children have regular opportunities to 
take part. Children’s safety is further promoted by the childminder who effectively 
implements thorough risk assessments to ensure that all areas of the home are 

safe and free from hazards. The details of risk assessments are recorded and 
include details of when they were completed and any action taken to minimise risk. 
Written risk assessments are also extended to include details of any areas that 

children will access outside of the home.  
 
Parents are provided with excellent quality information about the childminder, the 

service that she provides and written policies and procedures to ensure that they 
remain up to date. Daily diaries are in place for some of the younger children and 
are used exceptionally well to provide parents with thorough information about 

their child’s achievements throughout the day. All the information recorded is 
clearly linked to the early learning goals and provide parents with an excellent tool 
to enable them to extend their children at home. Parents of older children are 

provided with verbal information about their children’s day and all parents access 
the bright and informative individual learning journeys for their child. Excellent 
relationships are developed with the parents and other providers delivering the 
EYFS for children, that ensure continuity of learning and care for all children. For 

instance, by working closely with other key persons, the childminder successfully 
shares information about children's learning and development allowing her to 
support children's learning further. 

 

The quality and standards of the early years provision  
 
Children’s learning is extended exceptionally well by the childminder who has a 
clear understanding of the Early Years Foundation Stage and how children learn. 

Children engage fully with the childminder who skilfully and effortlessly talks to 
children, asking them questions, providing challenges and extending the children’s 
learning very well. For instance, when children talk to the childminder about 

visiting an allotment, the children extends the conversation seamlessly to talk 
about growing plants and bulbs in the garden. When taking part in everyday 
conversations during snack time, children talk about bigger and smaller trees that 

they can see, and talk about the colours and how the wind blows through the 
trees. They listen as the childminder talks to them about when and how the trees 
in the garden are cut. As children talk about cutting the tree with big scissors, the 

childminder directs the conversation to enable the children to learn about using 
scissors safely; all the while children remain enthralled throughout.  
 
The learning environment is well presented to ensure that children are able to 

make choices from the wide range of resources available to them, whilst having 
suitable space to play freely. Toys and materials are presented exceptionally well 
to ensure that children are able to play freely in the space available and to allow 

them to easily make choices, either independently or with support from the 
childminder as needed. Toys are displayed in low level boxes with text labels and 
pictures of the contents clearly visible on them, thus ensuring that children are 

able at all times to see the toys and resources within. Children access an excellent 
range of activities throughout their time with the childminder. For instance, 
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children thoroughly enjoy quieter times when they sit closely with the childminder 
and listen intently as she reads to them, talking about the images on the page. 
Children learn about colour when taking part in art and craft activities.. They 
choose which  paints they want to use, confidently naming a vast range of colours. 

They concentrate when using tools, such as paint brushes, animatedly talking to 
the childminder whilst they make sure that all areas of card are covered in the 
paint until they achieve their planned outcome. Children gain a good 

understanding of number and count regularly throughout the day. For example, 
they count trees in the garden during snack time and paint brushes during art and 
craft activities. When talking about the date and weather charts, children begin to 

recognise some written numbers.  
 
Observations of children's progress are recorded within their individual learning 

and folders provide a clear and thorough record of children's progress. 
Photographic images are used well along with written observations and examples 
of children’s work to provide a bright and informative picture of the child that is 

also shared with the parents on a regular basis. Consequently, parents are able to 
extend their child further at home should they choose.  Planning systems are 
informal; however, the childminder uses the information gained from her 
observations of the children and information from parents to plan and provide a 

range of activities to extend the children’s development fully.  Children’s good 
health is very well promoted by the childminder. For example, children know when 
and why they need to wash their hands, and use individual hand towels to limit the 

spread of infection when drying hands. They quickly learn which hand towel is 
there as they recognise the embroidered letter, on each towel, that corresponds 
with their name. Children behave impeccably in response to praise and 

encouragement throughout their time with the childminder.   
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

Overall effectiveness 
 

How effective is the provision in meeting the needs 
of children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

1 

How well does the provision promote inclusive practice? 1 
The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 

improvement. 
1 

 

Leadership and management 
 

How effectively is provision in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage led and managed? 
1 

How effective is the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement? 

1 

How well does the setting work in partnership with parents 
and others? 

1 

How well are children safeguarded? 1 
 

Quality and standards  
 

How effectively are children in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage helped to learn and develop? 

1 

How effectively is the welfare of children in the Early 

Years Foundation Stage promoted? 
1 

How well are children helped to stay safe?  1 
How well are children helped to be healthy? 1 
How well are children helped to enjoy and achieve? 1 
How well are children helped to make a positive 
contribution? 

1 

How well are children helped develop skills that will 
contribute to their future economic well-being? 

1 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 
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Annex C: complaint/s made to Ofsted 
 

This section of the report includes details of any complaint/s made to Ofsted when: 
 we took action for the provider to meet the requirements of the Early Years 

Register; or 

 we asked the provider to take action in order to meet the requirements of 
the Early Years Register; or 

 the provider had already taken any necessary action to meet the 

requirements of the Early Years Register.  
 
We will not report on any complaint where the provider met the requirements of 

the Early Years Register or did not require any action by Ofsted or the registered 
provider. 
 

Detail of the complaint/s  
 
There have been no complaints made to Ofsted since the last inspection.  

 
The provider is required to keep a record of complaints made by parents, which 
they can see on request. The complaints record may contain complaints other than 

those made to Ofsted. 
 


