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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision 
which Ofsted has received since the last inspection or registration whichever is the 

later, which require Ofsted or the provider to take action in Annex C. 
  
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 

setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 

 
The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 

Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
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Description of the setting 

St Margaret's Preschool Day Care opened in 1969 and was re-registered under new 

ownership in 2008. It operates from two rooms within a church hall, which is 
accessed via a small lip to the front door and a slope to the fire exit. There is also 
a disabled toilet. The premises are in the village of Doddinghurst. A maximum of 

26 children, from two years to under five years, may attend at any one time. The 
playgroup is open each weekday during school term times. Sessions are from 
09.15 until 12.15. There are currently 30 children aged from two to five years on 
roll. Of these, 19 children receive funding for early education. The setting supports 

children with learning difficulties and/or disabilities, or who speak English as an 
additional language. The pre-school employs seven members of staff. Of these, all 
hold appropriate early years qualifications. This group is registered on the Early 

Years Register, as well as the voluntary and compulsory parts of the Childcare 
Register. 
 

Overall effectiveness of the early years provision 

St Margaret's Preschool Day Care provides very effectively for children as they make 

good progress in all aspects of the Early Years Foundation Stage. Children are 
happy and enjoy their time at the setting, as they have established warm and 
trusting relationships with each other and practitioners, within an inclusive 

environment. Systems for obtaining information about the children’s starting points 
and some health, hygiene and safety procedures are established and ensure 
children's welfare and development is effectively promoted. Staff are passionate 

about their role and demonstrate a positive attitude towards continuous 
improvement.  
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 
further?  

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 improve the hygiene routines with particular regard to hand washing facilities  
 develop resourses and activities to show difference and similarities.   

 

The leadership and management of the early years 

provision 

 

Children are cared for by practitioners who have completed a range of training to 
ensure they have the knowledge and understanding to promote children's welfare, 
learning and development. Vetting procedures are robust and secure ensuring all 

practitioners are suitable to work directly with the children. The management and 
practitioners work well together as a motivated and cohesive team and share a 
commitment to raising the standards for children and their families. 
 

Practitioners have a good understanding of their roles and responsibilities in 
relation to safeguarding. All staff are responsible for conducting risk assessments 
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of the inside and outside play areas. Staff ratios ensure children experience 
appropriate levels of supervision and individual attention. Regular staff meetings 
and appraisals provide opportunities for practitioners to reflect on their strengths 
and to identify any training needs. All practitioners share a common goal to 

improve outcomes for children.  
 
Policies and procedures are effectively organised and are under continual review 

and practitioners have begun to use self-evaluation to update their future plans. All 
children are welcomed at the setting and positively interact with peers from 
different ethnic backgrounds, ensuring that all children can enjoy and achieve. 

Children have access to limited resources and activities that promote similarities 
and differences.  
 

There are good links with parents and carers. Practitioners demonstrate a sound 
understanding of the benefits of working in partnership with parents and build 
strong and trusting relationships with parents and other professionals to ensure 

that each child settles well and feels secure. Parents receive detailed information 
about the setting and are kept-up-to-date with regular newsletters and daily 
communications. They are regularly informed about their child's achievements and 
the children’s work is often sent home as a result of their efforts. Inclusive practice 

is promoted and children needs are well met and their welfare is promoted 
appropriately. There are effective procedures in place to support children with any 
additional needs and to ensure each child is included effectively. Children learn 

about the wider community through discussions, topics, parental participation and 
visits within the local community.  
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision  
 

Practitioners demonstrate a good knowledge of how to promote children's learning 
and development and children are motivated and interested to learn. Practitioners 
plan a range of activities which cover all six areas of learning and planning covers a 

balance of adult-led and child-led activities promoting each child's stage of 
development and learning. Parents and carers are welcomed into the setting by 
friendly, approachable adults and information is shared readily on a daily basis.  

 
Sufficient emphasis is placed on observation and assessment and information 
gained is used well to plan for future learning needs of children. Children have free-

flow access to toilet facilities which fosters their ability to manage their personal 
care needs. There are plenty of opportunities for children to play alongside each 
other and practitioners introduce situations to encourage turn taking and sharing of 
resources. Children are offered praise and encouragement and practitioners 

understand that this helps to foster their confidence. Children benefit as 
practitioners spend the majority of their time at their level, interacting with them. 
Children learn to become independent through secure relationships with their key-

person. All children belong and feel part of the setting.  
 
The learning environment is well organised and children increase their confidence 

through the easy access of toys and resources, those that are not accessible can be 
requested. Children develop their language skills as practitioners talk to them 
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constantly about what they are doing, for example, during circle time, when children 
confidently talk about items on the interest table. Children develop basic number 
skills from a young age to enhance their future economic well-being. They are 
encouraged to develop their counting skills throughout everyday routines, for 

example, one child identified that the inspector had three zips on her jacket, one 
long and two short. The also identify colour, for example one child said her dog was 
black and white like the inspectors top, but the inspectors top looked like a Zebra. 

 
Children express their ideas through discussion, drawing and craft activities. 
Children show a fondness for books they independently select, to share with 

practitioners. They show good levels of concentration during group story sessions 
and enjoy joining in musical activities such as in and out of the dusty bluebells. 
Children have good opportunities for exploratory play and to extend their natural 

curiosity through a range of resources, activities and outings.  
 
Children develop an understanding of how to stay safe when practitioners draw 

their attention to sitting sensibly and not to climb on the furniture. Healthy eating is 
promoted and children are provided with snacks such as carrot and buttered 
crackers. The premises are clean and hygienic and children know the daily routine 
such as washing their hands before eating, after using the toilet and craft activities. 

However, a communal bowl is used to wash hands after craft activities which 
enhances the risk of potential cross infection. Staff have a sound knowledge of 
procedures to follow should they have a concern about a child and implement the 

necessary policy appropriately. Children enjoy regular daily physical activities inside 
and outside.  
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  

 
Overall effectiveness 
 

How effective is the provision in meeting the needs 
of children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

How well does the provision promote inclusive practice? 2 
The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement. 

2 

 
Leadership and management 
 

How effectively is provision in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage led and managed? 

2 

How effective is the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement? 

2 

How well does the setting work in partnership with parents 

and others? 
2 

How well are children safeguarded? 2 
 

Quality and standards  

 
How effectively are children in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage helped to learn and develop? 
2 

How effectively is the welfare of children in the Early 
Years Foundation Stage promoted? 

2 

How well are children helped to stay safe?  2 
How well are children helped to be healthy? 2 
How well are children helped to enjoy and achieve? 2 
How well are children helped to make a positive 
contribution? 

2 

How well are children helped develop skills that will 

contribute to their future economic well-being? 
2 

 
Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 
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Annex C: complaint/s made to Ofsted 
 

This section of the report includes details of any complaint/s made to Ofsted when: 

 we took action for the provider to meet the requirements of the Early Years 
Register; or 

 we asked the provider to take action in order to meet the requirements of the 
Early Years Register; or 

 the provider had already taken any necessary action to meet the 

requirements of the Early Years Register.  

 

We will not report on any complaint where the provider met the requirements of 

the Early Years Register or did not require any action by Ofsted or the registered 

provider. 

 

  Detail of the complaint/s  
 

There have been no complaints made to Ofsted since registration. The provider is 
required to keep a record of complaints made by parents, which they can see on 
request. The complaints record may contain complaints other than those made to 
Ofsted’ 

 
The provider is required to keep a record of complaints made by parents, which 
they can see on request. The complaints record may contain complaints other than 

those made to Ofsted. 
 


