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ABOUT THIS INSPECTION

The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public of the quality
of childcare and, if applicable, of nursery education. The inspection was carried out under Part
XA Children Act 1989 as introduced by the Care Standards Act 2000 and, where nursery education
is provided, under Schedule 26 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.

This report details the main strengths and any areas for improvement identified during the
inspection. The judgements included in the report are made in relation to the outcomes for
children set out in the Children Act 2004; the National Standards for under 8s day care and
childminding; and, where nursery education is provided, the Curriculum guidance for the
foundation stage.

The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision which Ofsted
has received since the last inspection or registration or 1 April 2004 whichever is the later.

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality
Good: this aspect of the provision is strong
Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound
Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough

For more information about early years inspections, please see the booklet Are you ready for
your inspection? which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE AND NURSERY EDUCATION

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the National
Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

The quality and standards of the nursery education are good.

WHAT SORT OF SETTING IS IT?

Farleigh Playschool has been registered since 1991. It operates from a purpose-designed area
withinWarlinghamVillage Primary School, inWarlingham, Surrey and serves the local community.
Children have access to a group room with adjoining toilet and hand washing facilities. Children
also benefit from having supervised access to a newly acquired dedicated outside play area and
may also use the school hall, playground and playing fields.

There are currently 40 children, aged from two to four years, on roll. This includes 14 funded
three and four-year-olds. Staff are experienced in supporting children with learning difficulties
and/or disabilities and children who speak English as an additional language.

The group is open Monday to Friday, during term time, from 08:45 to 11:45. An afternoon
session operates from 12:45 to 15:45. Children attend a variety of sessions.

A team of eight staff work with the children. Of these, five staff hold recognised early years
qualifications and three staff are currently undertaking NVQ training.
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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROVISION

Helping children to be healthy

The provision is good.

Throughout the provision staff take positive steps to promote the good health of children.
Children are cared for in a clean and welcoming environment, where they learn the importance
of good hygiene and personal care.

Daily routines help to encourage children's understanding of hygiene and enable them to
become increasingly independent in their personal care. They spend time washing their hands
after using the toilet or after a messy activity, supported by gentle reminders from staff for
example.

Children’s health is further protected because staff are well informed about children's medical
conditions and other health considerations including dietary requirements. Detailed information
is collected at registration to make sure staff are aware of all relevant issues. Five staff hold
current first aid certificates, enabling them to deal appropriately with any accidents that may
occur. All documentation for the recording of accidents and medicines are in place and set out
clearly. Parents are made aware of the sickness policy in the well presented prospectus.

Children benefit from healthy snacks. They sit together socially to enjoy a drink and some fruit
and a biscuit during each session, laying the foundations for healthy eating. Drinks of water
and squash are provided at snack times, however, water is not always freely available at other
times during the sessions. This does not fully support the children's wellbeing.

All children enjoy a wide range of activities which contribute to their good health. Each day
there are planned activities, both indoor and out, to help them develop control of their bodies.
The children enjoy a range of activities, including riding the wheeled toys and balancing on the
stilts. They become increasingly aware of how activity affects their bodies and know when they
need a rest. The children benefit greatly from having these daily opportunities to practise their
developmental skills in in a safe environment. There are also good daily opportunities for
children to extend their fine motor development, for example, using pencils, glue sticks and
scissors correctly during art and craft sessions

Protecting children from harm or neglect and helping them stay safe

The provision is good.

Children are able to move around safely, freely and independently as effective risk assessments
take place on a daily basis. The premises are well organised and divided effectively into suitable
learning areas, which enable children to move around the setting safely.

Examples of children's work and photographs are displayed, presenting a welcoming environment
for the children. A good range of well maintained toys and equipment are kept accessible for
children's use. Children are able to independently select activities from this range of toys and
equipment in most areas of the setting.

Staff monitor and supervise children’s choice of toys to make sure they are safe and appropriate
for their age and stage of development, especially in the afternoon session when the younger
children attend. Children’s welfare and safety are given high priority.
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The security of the premises is very good, ensuring children are unable to leave without a
suitable adult. Children and staff have a good understanding of the procedures to follow in
the event of an emergency, such as fire, because these are practised on a regular basis.

Good staff interaction helps develop children’s awareness of safety within the setting. For
example, children are reminded 'not to swing toys that could hit others in the face' and are
shown how to hold and use scissors safely.

Children's welfare is protected because staff demonstrate a good understanding of their
responsibilities with regard to child protection issues. Detailed Safe-guarding children policies
(child protection) are in place which give information about the procedures to be followed if
staff have concerns about the wellbeing of the children in their care. Information is also made
available for parents, which ensures parents are aware of the settings responsibilities.

Helping children achieve well and enjoy what they do

The provision is good.

Young children are happy, confident and relaxed as they enter the setting. They settle well and
enjoy their time playing together. Young children's needs are met well as the staff make it their
priority to plan for their individual needs. Their independence is developing well, as they choose
between a variety of toys and activities, which appeal to all. These activities are changed
regularly for the younger children to encourage their interest and stimulate learning. Staff have
a good understanding of the Birth to three matters framework and have implemented it
effectively into their planning. They use observations of children's developments to plan for
their individual needs well. All staff interact with enthusiasm in all aspects of children's play
and the children in turn, respond well. This fosters their emotional wellbeing and helps them
to achieve.

Nursery Education

The quality of teaching and learning is good. Staff have a good understanding of the Foundation
stage and use their knowledge to plan activities to enable children to make progress in all areas
of learning. Staff are good role models and demonstrate a positive attitude towards learning
by presenting activities in an interesting and enthusiastic manner. This motivates the children
to learn and take part in the exciting range of activities made available to them. Staff plan their
time well so that most of it is spent working directly with the children. There are opportunities
for children to engage in activities planned by the staff team and also those that they initiate
themselves. The organisation of the resources provides a free flow play situation where children
can be fully independent in their learning.

Planning and assessment is thorough and the information gained from observations is used
effectively to guide planning. Parents contribute to the gathering of information about each
child when they start at the setting. Staff make spontaneous observations of children during
their play and use these to set targets for children's learning. This helps children to make good
progress in their learning as staff are constantly aware of how to move them on, at a pace that
suits them.

Children are able to sit and concentrate well. They listen to and enjoy stories and know how
to handle and use books correctly. They spend time 'reading' and sharing books with friends
and adults and are fully involved and interested in the stories. Good questioning skills by staff
extend the children's understanding and enjoyment of books. For example, children are asked
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to recall the events in a popular Christmas story and notice that the story rhymes and are
encouraged to think of other rhyming words, before carrying on with the story.

Children speak confidently to their peers and adults and talk openly during activities. Children
have access to a good range of writing materials and have good opportunities to make marks
and practise writing their name, when they are encouraged to write it on their art work for
example.

The environment is bright and vibrant and rich in written words and numbers, to aid children's
recognition. This helps children make good progress as they develop letter and number
recognition and their early reading skills.

Children count confidently and recognise numbers that are important to them, for example
they all know what numbers they have already opened on their advent calendars at home.
Children are beginning to understand the concept of simple addition and subtraction; they can
say what is one more or one less and attempt to add two groups of objects. Children’s
understanding of space, shape and measure is developing well; they recognise the properties
of simple shapes. Children learn how to use numbers in everyday situations and show that they
understand size and shape through practical activities.

Children show an interest in using information technology and are confident and competent
when using the computer. However, the volume was not activated during the morning of the
inspection, which hampered children's understanding and enjoyment of the programmes they
were using. This was however, rectified by the afternoon session.

Children's creativity is encouraged through a balance of free and adult directed craft activities.
They enjoy sticking and decorating Christmas hats with glitter and cotton wool, well supported
by staff who encourage children to think about what colours they can see.

Children are beginning to understand past and present. They discuss people, places and events
in their own lives. Children learn about different cultures and beliefs through planned topic
work and discussions about their own lives.

Helping children make a positive contribution

The provision is good.

Children are valued and respected by the staff, which raises their self esteem and confidence.
They enjoy recognising themselves and their friends in the photographs displayed on the walls
around the setting, this gives them a sense of belonging. Children are confident, self assured
and can work and play well on their own or with others.

Their behaviour is of a good standard because they respond well to the consistent boundaries
set within the setting. They co-operate with each other well and share and take turns well.
Staff use effective strategies to encourage children's understanding of right from wrong, for
example, they are reminded of the need to all be friends at the setting.

They are encouraged to develop a positive view of the wider community through acknowledging
festivals and talking about their lives and experiences. Children have access to a meaningful
range of activities and resources to promote a positive view of the wider world, to assist in
increasing their awareness of diversity and understanding of others. Children's spiritual, moral,
social and cultural development is fostered.
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Children with learning difficulties and/or disabilities are well supported within the setting. Staff
liaise closely with parents and outside agencies to ensure they work consistently to meet each
child's individual needs and enable them to reach their potential.

The partnership with parents and carers is good. They receive clear information about the
curriculum and have opportunities to contribute to their children's learning should they wish
to. A good two way flow of information ensures staff and parents are fully aware of children’s
achievements and ensures that children's needs are well met. A clear policy is in place should
a parent wish to make a suggestion or complaint

Organisation

The organisation is good.

Children’s care is enhanced by effective organisation throughout the setting. Knowledgeable
and committed staff work extremely well together to implement the setting’s policies and
procedures to promote children’s well-being, supporting them to develop their potential.
Children feel at home and at ease in the well-organised environment, this means they are
confident to initiate their own play and learning. Most information and documentation is up
to date, well maintained and stored confidentially.

The leadership and management of the setting are good. There are clear aims for the provision
and staff demonstrate a commitment to continually improving the quality of care and education
and good use is made of available outside support.

Staff are well supported and show a clear understanding of their role and responsibility. They
have the opportunity for professional development, and are actively encouraged to attend
courses which enrich their good practice.

There are good systems in place to monitor and evaluate the curriculum that is on offer, in
order to identify strengths and promptly address areas for improvement. The planning was
inadvertently not displayed for parents to view on the day of the inspection, but this was
immediately rectified when it came to light. The management and staff are very effective in
promoting an inclusive environment in which every child matters.

The required records, policies and procedures which contribute to children's health, safety and
welfare are all maintained, and work effectively, in practice, as staff are kept up-to-date through
team and planning meetings. This underpins the safe management of the setting, which
contributes to the welfare of the children. Overall, the setting meets the needs of the children
for whom it provides.

Improvements since the last inspection

During the previous inspection the setting was asked to review the documentation relating to
a lost/uncollected child and to ensure it contained the necessary details. The setting has ensured
that the correct details are in place. This improves the organisation of the setting.

Complaints since the last inspection

Since the last inspection there have been no complaints made to Ofsted that required the
provider or Ofsted to take any action in order to meet the National Standards. The provider is
required to keep a record of complaints made by parents, which they can see on request. The
complaints record may contain complaints other then those made to Ofsted.
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THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE AND NURSERY EDUCATION

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the National
Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

The quality and standards of the nursery education are good.

WHAT MUST BE DONE TO SECURE FUTURE IMPROVEMENT?

The quality and standards of the care

To improve the quality and standards of care further the registered person should take account
of the following recommendation(s):

• ensure water is freely available to children during all sessions

The quality and standards of the nursery education

To improve the quality and standards of nursery education further the registered person should
take account of the following recommendation(s):

• enhance children's experience of computer use by ensuring that the sound is activated

• ensure planning is displayed for parents to view - this applies to care as well.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the leaflet Complaints about Ofsted Early Years: concerns or complaints about Ofsted's
role in regulating and inspecting childcare and early education (HMI ref no 2599)which is available
from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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