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ABOUT THIS INSPECTION

The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public of the quality
of childcare and, if applicable, of nursery education. The inspection was carried out under Part
XA Children Act 1989 as introduced by the Care Standards Act 2000 and, where nursery education
is provided, under Schedule 26 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.

This report details the main strengths and any areas for improvement identified during the
inspection. The judgements included in the report are made in relation to the outcomes for
children set out in the Children Act 2004; the National Standards for under 8s day care and
childminding; and, where nursery education is provided, the Curriculum guidance for the
foundation stage.

The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision which Ofsted
has received since the last inspection or registration or 1 April 2004 whichever is the later.

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality
Good: this aspect of the provision is strong
Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound
Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough

For more information about early years inspections, please see the booklet Are you ready for
your inspection? which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the National
Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

WHAT SORT OF SETTING IS IT?

B.A.S.I.C Out of School club is one of two clubs run by B.A.S.I.C Ltd. It is managed by a voluntary
management committee, made up of parents of children at the club. The club opened in 1999
and operates from the Beoley School site, on the outskirts of Redditch, Worcestershire. A
maximum of 24 children may attend at any one time. This registered provision shares the same
committee, staff and children at the other B.A.S.I.C. Ltd registered site across the road at Beoley
village hall.

Children attend for a variety of sessions. The group serves children attending Beoley First
School and local middle schools. The club operates an after school session from this site each
Monday from 15:00 until 17:30. A holiday playscheme operates for 4 weeks of the summer
term from this site from 07:00 until 17.30 subject to demand.

The club employs five members of staff who work with the children on a rota basis. Of these,
four hold appropriate early years qualifications, and one staff member is currently working
towards a qualification.
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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROVISION

Helping children to be healthy

The provision is good.

Children's good health is positively promoted as the staff recognise and reduce, all possible
risks of cross infection by keeping the premises clean and complying with basic food hygiene
requirements for the safe handling of food. The children’s understanding and awareness of
good hygiene is developed through consistent routines and careful monitoring. They explain
the importance of washing hands properly before handing food and after visiting the toilet.
Children enjoy healthy afternoon snacks, such as crackers, fresh and dried fruits and choose
from different flavours of low sugar squashes and have free access to fresh drinking water
during the remainder of the session.

Children are helped to understand how exercise helps them to stay healthy as the staff provide
plenty of regular opportunities for physical play through well planned indoor and outdoor
activities. This helps the children develop their confidence to enjoy moving with control and
using their bodies in various ways. For example by learning new routines on the dance mat,
skipping, meeting the challenge of an obstacle course or playing football on the field.

Protecting children from harm or neglect and helping them stay safe

The provision is good.

Children are well protected by suitably vetted staff that are vigilant to the children's safety.
They ensure that the areas being used by the club are safe and well laid out, complying with
the school security procedures which are implemented effectively. The children are supervised
according to their age and understanding, in a well-maintained environment which provides
them with good access to a varied range of safe and suitable toys and equipment that both
stimulates and offers challenge. Children enjoy the by additional variety of toys that are provided
from the local toy library which allow them to develop new skills and learn the rules of new
games, such as French Bowls. Children are taught safety rules which are in line with the school's
own policy, such as not running inside the building and being respectful of the premises and
equipment. This promotes a real sense of belonging as rules are consistent and children
understand what is expected of them.

Children have a good understanding of how to help keep them safe. They have a clear
understanding of how to evacuate the premises quickly in an emergency. Several children
confidently informedme that one of the normal fire exit routes was unsafe to use as maintenance
work to the outside walkway was taking place today.

Staff have a good knowledge of the internal child protection procedures and the possible signs
and symptoms of abuse as most of the staff have recently attended child protection training.
Despite this, they lack the necessary understanding of their individual responsibilities to make
an independent referral, to ensure that the children's welfare is fully safeguarded at all times.

Helping children achieve well and enjoy what they do

The provision is good.

Children thoroughly enjoy their time at the setting and benefit from being able to choose to
be active or to play quietly after school, according to their needs. Play areas are comfortable,
allowing them to either sit to talk with their friends or enjoy crafts and table top games. Regular

This inspection was carried out under the provisions of Part XA of the Children Act 1989, as inserted by the Care
Standards Act 2000



physical play and outdoor sports provide time to let off steam and be active. This is highly
beneficial to the children who have been busy working at school all day. One child says how
much fun they have playing football on the field whilst another enjoyed the trip last summer
to a theme park.

Children are happy and confident as adults nurture warm and caring relationships to ensure
children feel valued and good about themselves. The staff regularly praise and encourage the
children in all that they do and this helps to build children’s self-esteem and as result standards
of behaviour are high.

Children enthusiastically take part in all the activities which are planned to meet all areas of
learning. They enjoy painting small clay figures accurately, chatting together about their day
at school, anticipating what activities they will undertake during outside play after snack time.
Two children from different genders, construct role play equipment together, sitting side by
side on the floor heads bowed in concentration, enjoying a happy, relaxing activity.

Helping children make a positive contribution

The provision is satisfactory.

Children’s individual needs are identified and met well as the setting works collaboratively with
parents and the school, and where necessary, other agencies to support individual children.
Staff are proactive in accessing specific training to meet the particular needs of children, such
as those who require asthma treatments or have life threatening allergies, to further promote
their individual welfare and development.

Children of both genders play together side by side particularly during role play, when they
use their imaginations to take on family roles, such as mothers and fathers, taking the baby
for a walk in the pushchair. This is because the club has a positive attitude to gender equality
and there is no bias. Children have some opportunities to access resources and activities which
reflect diversity enabling the children to acknowledge cultural differences.

Children are very well behaved and respectful of each other as they have been involved in the
development of the club’s behaviour policy. This includes being kind and helpful and keeping
themselves safe whilst still having fun. Adults have high expectations of children’s behaviour;
managing it in a way that is appropriate to each child’s age and stage of development. As a
result, the children are busy and contented, they respond with enthusiasm at tidy up time and
volunteer eagerly to undertake extra responsibilities at snack time by serving out food to their
friends.

Parent partnerships are being consistently promoted to meet individual needs and those of the
group. Clear information about the setting is provided through the club prospectus, daily
exchanges of information, and some displays. Parents complete periodic questionnaires as part
of the internal quality assurance process to monitor their needs and expectations for the
children. Policies and procedures are clear, offering flexible support to parents who have varying
work patterns, ensuring that children are safe and secure. A well presented information handbook
clearly describes the history and ethos of the club and also provides parents with the details
of the regulator and how to make a complaint. Most documentation is suitably maintained
although confidentiality of the children's information is not fully promoted with regards to the
current accident recording system.
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Organisation

The organisation is satisfactory.

The organisation of the setting ensures that children are well cared for in a setting where staff
are well qualified and suitable to meet the needs of all the children for whom the setting cares
for. Staff access regular training and appropriate records of their employment are maintained.
The registered person has a suitable understanding of the need to inform the regulator of
significant events including periodic changes to the committee. Although these procedures are
followed they are not monitored to ensure all associated documentation is completed and
forwarded to the regulator efficiently. This may impact on the safety and welfare of the children
at the setting.

The setting is pro-active in ensuring that the practice of all staff contributes positively to
children’s good health, safety, enjoyment, achievement and ability to take an active part in the
club. Children benefit immensely from the consistent and dedicated staff team who are well
organised and provide good levels of support and supervision according to needs of child and
wishes of parent. Equality of opportunity is appropriately supported and there is no gender
bias. Children can access resources and use different activities to extend their play as staff use
the available play space effectively.

Children are challenged and occupied by a varied range of safe activities which leads to
enthusiastic children who behave consistently well. Children make their own choices about how
they wish to spend their time. They learn about keeping themselves safe and healthy through
regular routines which contribute to their well-being however despite recent child protection
training, some staff still lack confidence with their individual reporting responsibilities to fully
protect children.

Policies and procedures protect children and are effectively implemented to promote all the
outcomes for children. They are clear, easily accessible and stored securely however there is a
lack of suitable arrangements to enable the registered person to share recently updated policies
with parents. Parents share and contribute to most records about their children and this helps
to ensure children are cared for safely and progress well. Regular discussions with parents take
place to ensure good opportunities to exchange information are provided, to raise concerns
and highlight children’s progress. Overall the children's needs are met.

Improvements since the last inspection

At the last inspection the setting was required to develop a procedure to ensure Ofsted is kept
informed of all relevant changes including new members of staff and committee for vetting
clearances. They also agreed to improve escort procedures to and from school and update the
child protection statement to promote the safety and welfare of children at all times.

A written procedure has been added to the policy folder to ensure the correct procedures are
followed when there are committee changes. The requirement to notify Ofsted of all staff
changes has been altered to managers or supervisors only. As there have not been any changes
to senior staff since the last inspection, no action has been required in this respect. Despite
the policy being followed, the procedure is not monitored by the registered person to ensure
notification of committee members is completed effectively and this compromises the safety
of children being cared for. As a result an additional recommendation has been made to develop,
implement andmonitor rigorous procedures for ensuring changes to the committee are notified
promptly to the regulator.
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New polices and procedures have been introduced to improve the safety of children walking
across the road to and from the club as staff have been issued with highly reflective jackets
which are worn for all escort duties. As a result the children's welfare and safety has been
enhanced as staff are clearly visible to vehicle users as they stop traffic on the zebra crossing,
alerting them to the children in their care more effectively. Most staff have updated their child
protection training and the relevant statement has been updated to meet the requirements of
the Safeguarding Children guidance. This includes action to be taken should allegations of
abuse be made against staff members in order to keep children safe.

Complaints since the last inspection

Since the last inspection there have been no complaints made to Ofsted that required the
provider or Ofsted to take any action in order to meet the National Standards.

The provider is required to keep a record of complaints made by parents, which they can see
on request. The complaints record may contain complaints other than those made to Ofsted.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the National
Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

WHAT MUST BE DONE TO SECURE FUTURE IMPROVEMENT?

The quality and standards of the care

To improve the quality and standards of care further the registered person should take account
of the following recommendation(s):

• ensure the welfare and safety of all children is fully promoted by ensuring that all staff
develop a firm understanding of their individual roles and responsibilities with regard
to the reporting of child protection concerns to the designated agencies

• implement and monitor rigorous procedures for ensuring changes to the committee
are notified promptly to the regulator and ensure that recently updated policies and
procedures, such as the complaints procedure, are made available to parents to keep
them informed about how their children are cared for

•maintain the confidentiality of children's accident records when obtaining
countersignatures from parents.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the leaflet Complaints about Ofsted Early Years: concerns or complaints about Ofsted's
role in regulating and inspecting childcare and early education (HMI ref no 2599)which is available
from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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