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ABOUT THIS INSPECTION

The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public of the quality
of childcare and, if applicable, of nursery education. The inspection was carried out under Part
XA Children Act 1989 as introduced by the Care Standards Act 2000 and, where nursery education
is provided, under Schedule 26 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.

This report details the main strengths and any areas for improvement identified during the
inspection. The judgements included in the report are made in relation to the outcomes for
children set out in the Children Act 2004; the National Standards for under 8s day care and
childminding; and, where nursery education is provided, the Curriculum guidance for the
foundation stage.

The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision which Ofsted
has received since the last inspection or registration or 1 April 2004 whichever is the later.

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality
Good: this aspect of the provision is strong
Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound
Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough

For more information about early years inspections, please see the booklet Are you ready for
your inspection? which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE AND NURSERY EDUCATION

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the National
Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

The quality and standards of the nursery education are good.

WHAT SORT OF SETTING IS IT?

The childminder has been a registered childminder since 2003. She lives with her husband, adult
son and daughter, and their younger daughter aged 14 years. They live within walking distance
of schools, parks, toddler groups and the library. The whole of the ground floor and a bedroom
and bathroom on the first floor are used for childminding. There is a fully enclosed rear garden
for outside play. She welcomes children with special needs, and children for whom English is
an additional language.

A maximum of six children may attend at any one time. There are currently seven children on
roll; of these, one child is in receipt of nursery education. The childminder also provides overnight
care for one child under eight years.
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The childminder attends a local carer and toddler group on a regular basis. She is a member of
the National Childminding Association, as well as a member of the local childminders' group.
She is a member of an accredited childminder network and is a community childminder.

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROVISION

Helping children to be healthy

The provision is good.

Children learn about maintaining healthy lifestyles through well thought out themes and
projects. The childminder is very committed to the 'Hey' project promoting healthy early years.
Children participate in fruit and vegetable picking. They enjoy eating the various fruits and
trying the vegetables. They learn about foods that are good for you and others that have a
high sugar content and should only be eaten as a treat. Their understanding is reinforced by
creating visual wall displays. Children benefit from the childminder and the parents working
closely together in providing healthy options in their lunch boxes. The childminder has recently
implemented a healthy eating policy, which is displayed in the playroom. Children can choose
from a variety of fresh fruits at snack time such as melon, bananas and apples.

Children follow good hand hygiene procedures; they know and understand why they wash
hands. A four year old tells an adult 'we must get rid of the dirt under our nails'. However, the
resources provided do not minimise the risk of cross infection, as all the children use the same
towel. Effective nappy changing procedures are in place to support babies and toddlers health
and well-being. Children are protected in the event of a minor accident, by the childminder
maintaining a current first aid certificate and well stocked first aid kit. Effective procedures are
followed, to ensure that parents are well informed of any such incident.

Children have good opportunities to develop their physical skills and play in the fresh air. Their
large muscle control is promoted well through their use of a wide range of quality equipment.
Children also have opportunities to climb, balance and swing in the local park and visit regularly
a local soft play area centre.

Protecting children from harm or neglect and helping them stay safe

The provision is good.

Children are cared for in a welcoming, child friendly environment. The play areas are well
organised, safe and secure. Children's safety is ensured through the childminder completing
regular visual safety checks. This allows children to freely explore the ground floor of the
childminder's home. Children choose from a broad range of quality toys and equipment. The
resources are cleaned and checked on a regular basis, to maintain their continued suitability
for children. They have choices in their play, as the childminder provides a range of age
appropriate resources for the children attending that day.

Children take responsibility for their safety. A four-year-old tells an adult 'if we jump we might
fall and bang our heads'. Children follow simple rules to enhance their safety, such as ensuring
that any small pieces they are playing with are kept together and away from the baby. Children
are kept safe on outings. The childminder completes a risk assessments on places that the
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children visit to identify and address any potential hazards. Children are familiar with evacuation
procedures. Two children say 'we must go out the door and wait down by the tree'. This means
they can exit the building safely in the event of an emergency.

The childminder has a clear understanding of protecting children from abuse and neglect. She
has completed training in this area to increase her confidence and knowledge in child protection
issues. She demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of signs and symptoms of abuse
and there are clear procedures in the event of a concern regarding a child. She has devised a
policy and procedures which she shares with parents, to ensure that they are clear about her
responsibility in protecting children.

Helping children achieve well and enjoy what they do

The provision is good.

Children are progressing well. The childminder plans and provides a wide range of stimulating
and interesting activities. They follow well thought out themes such as Winter Olympics. The
children visited the local ski centre and learned about Italy. Younger children are provided with
activities that are planned to suit their individual needs, using the Birth to three matters
framework. Children are very happy and confident in the childminder's care. They thrive receiving
positive interaction. Children are well supported in the activities, for example, during a music
and movement session, the younger child was having difficulty hopping. The childminder
supported him, holding his hand whilst encouraging him. The child showed great delight as he
managed to hop on his own. Children freely choose from a broad range of quality resources,
developing their own ideas.

Nursery education

The quality of teaching and learning is good. The childminder demonstrates clear knowledge
and understanding of the Foundation Stage curriculum. She completes in-depth planning to
meet the needs of all the children, planning activities which are particularly relevant to the
next step in their learning. Comprehensive observations and assessments are used to inform
the next step in the child's learning and development. The childminder makes good use of the
space and resources available to provide a stimulating learning environment. Children with
English as an additional language are well supported by the childminder implementing effective
procedures. The childminder uses a range of teaching methods, such as effective questioning
and allowing children time to finish the activity to their satisfaction.

Children are making good progress in their learning. They are confident and motivated. Children
are developing good relationships with their peers and adults. A child actively finds several
toys for the baby to play with. They confidently talk about their families and significant events
such as birthdays and the birth of a new sibling. Children's language is developing well. They
enthusiastically talk about their trip to the ski centre and one child says 'I went very fast down
the slope'. Children enjoy listening to stories and show respect when looking at books, following
the print from left to right. They confidently recall stories that are familiar to them that they
particularly enjoy. Children have some opportunities to mark make and practise their writing
skills, however, at times this is not fully promoted. For example, writing their own names on
the creative achievements.
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Children have good opportunities to count in everyday play. One child confidently counts the
numbers of balloons to 14. They are able to name shapes such as rectangle and circle and
identified some within their environment. Children have good opportunities to explore and
investigate. They learn about the natural and wider world through well thought out topics.
Children visit a local farm and study the life cycle of a frog. Children learn about Iceland, making
igloos and skis. Children confidently construct using a variety of materials. Two children build
a complex train and road track.

Children demonstrate a good sense of space when moving around the play areas. They move
with increasing control, running and stopping without bumping into each other. Children are
beginning to learn about changes in their bodies. They listen to their heartbeat with a
stethoscope recognising the changes after they have been running. Children have excellent
opportunities to develop their creative skills and imagination. Children enjoy dressing up using
a range of costumes and clothes. They confidently talk about colours as they paint and create
sea pictures linking in with the seaside theme. They use a range of creative materials such as
foam shapes, sand, feathers, coloured card and glitter. Children enjoy singing and spontaneously
sing songs and rhymes that are familiar to them. A four-year-old confidently sings a song that
he has made up called 'fishy fishy'. The other children listen with interest.

Helping children make a positive contribution

The provision is outstanding.

Children successfully achieve a secure sense of belonging to the setting. The childminder is
highly skilled at building children's confidence and self-esteem. Several children moving to
school attend a graduation party that the childminder organises. Parents and extended family
are invited. Each child has a gown and a certificate of achievement, which the childminder made
for them. Children excitedly contribute making their own mortar boards and decorating them
with glitter and ribbons. Photographs of the children involved in well thought out activities
and outings are displayed on the walls. Children also make books with the childminder about
outings they have been on. For example, one is called 'Our trip on a yellow bus' which includes
photographs and pictures drawn by the children. This means they can look at them and show
their friends and family. Children's individual needs are well met by the childminder.

Children show excellent awareness about the community they live in and the wider world.
Parents are encouraged to help their children to be involved in celebrating a range of festivals
that are particularly relevant to themselves, such as Diwali. Children enjoy learning about
Rastafarian festivals and celebrate Emperor Haile Selassie's birthday. Children benefit from
regular visits in the community to a local farm to pick fruit, the library and the oceanarium.
Children with specific needs are very well supported. The childminder is skilled at adapting
activities to enhance children's development and learning.

Children are very well-behaved. They know and understand the boundaries and expectations.
Children help each other, demonstrating a sense of right and wrong. For example, four-year-olds
remind each other about behaviour that is not acceptable. Children respond exceptionally well
to the continual use of praise and encouragement. They are polite and well mannered showing
consideration to their peers and adults. Children's spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development is fostered.
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Partnership with parents and carers is good. They receive quality information about the
Foundation Stage curriculum. Children have their own individual diaries which detail activities
they have been participating in and information about their personal care such as sleeps and
nappy changes. Parents are invited to participate in their children's learning and development.
For example, one of the parents brought in a variety of fruits and helped the children to prepare
them during a recent topic about healthy eating. They receive regular newsletters and detailed
record sheets to show their children's progress.

Organisation

The organisation is good.

Children benefit from the childminder being well-organised in her routines. This means she
spends all her time playing and talking with the children encouraging their development and
learning. Activities and play opportunities are prepared in advance to ensure that she has
sufficient resources available to meet the children's individual needs. The space and resources
are used effectively to enhance children's choices in their play and learning. The toys are stored
on low-level units and are inviting to the children.

The childminder has devised a range of policies and procedures to support her good practice
and providing positive outcomes for children. However, hand washing practices do not fully
support children's general health and well-being. The childminder is very proactive in attending
training courses and workshops. This increases her knowledge and understanding of childcare
issues and up-to-date practices. Wherever necessary she attends specific training to support
individual children's needs.

The childminder uses various methods to monitor her nursery education provision, such as visits
from her network coordinator who provides advice and support. She evaluates the children's
progress in their development and learning. However, the opportunities for children to develop
their mark making skills are not always fully promoted. For example, encouraging children to
write their own names on their creative achievements. The childminder meets the needs of the
range of the children for whom she provides.

Improvements since the last inspection

At the last inspection, the childminder agreed to revise knowledge and understanding of child
protection issues. She has attended a child protection awareness course and is now confident
in this area. This means children are protected from harm and neglect.

Complaints since the last inspection

There have been no complaints made to Ofsted since the last inspection.

The provider is required to keep a record of complaints made by parents, which they can see
on request. The complaints record may contain complaints other than those made to Ofsted.
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THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE AND NURSERY EDUCATION

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the National
Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

The quality and standards of the nursery education are good.

WHAT MUST BE DONE TO SECURE FUTURE IMPROVEMENT?

The quality and standards of the care

To improve the quality and standards of care further the registered person should take account
of the following recommendation(s):

• improve children's health by reviewing the hand hygiene procedures to minimise cross
infection

The quality and standards of the nursery education

To improve the quality and standards of nursery education further the registered person should
take account of the following recommendation(s):

• continue to promote opportunities for children to develop their mark making and
emergent writing skills

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the leaflet Complaints about Ofsted Early Years: concerns or complaints about Ofsted's
role in regulating and inspecting childcare and early education (HMI ref no 2599)which is available
from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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