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ABOUT THIS INSPECTION

The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public of the
quality of childcare and, if applicable, of nursery education. The inspection was
carried out under Part XA Children Act 1989 as introduced by the Care Standards
Act 2000 and, where nursery education is provided, under Schedule 26 of the School
Standards and Framework Act 1998.

This report details the main strengths and any areas for improvement identified
during the inspection. The judgements included in the report are made in relation to
the outcomes for children set out in the Children Act 2004; the National Standards for
under 8s day care and childminding; and, where nursery education is provided, the
Curriculum guidance for the foundation stage.

The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision
which Ofsted has received since the last inspection or registration or 1 April 2004
whichever is the later.

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality
Good: this aspect of the provision is strong
Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound
Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough

For more information about early years inspections, please see the booklet Are you
ready for your inspection? which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are satisfactory. The registered person meets
the National Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

WHAT SORT OF SETTING IS IT?

Building Blocks nursery opened in October 2003. It operates from a purpose built
room in a Parents Resource Centre. Faith Together Organisation in Beeston, Leeds
11. The nursery serves families from the local area. A maximum of 16 children may
attend the nursery at any one time. The nursery is open each weekday from 08.00 to
18.00 for 50 weeks of the year. All children have access to a secure enclosed
outdoor area.

There are currently 15 children aged from three months to under five years on role.
Children attend for a variety of sessions. The setting currently supports a number of

This inspection was carried out under the provisions of Part XA of the Children Act 1989, as inserted
by the Care Standards Act 2000



children who speak English as an additional language.

The nursery employs seven members of staff. All the staff hold appropriate early
years qualification to NVQ level 3 or 2.

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROVISION

Helping children to be healthy

The provision is satisfactory.

Children are cared for in a clean and well maintained environment, where most
procedures and practices ensure that children's physical, nutritional and health needs
are addressed. Menus are displayed to inform parents of what snacks and meals
children are to receive on a weekly basis. The staff provide adequate support and
guidance to ensure that children develop a good understanding of hygiene, such as
encouraging them to wash their hands after visiting the toilet and before eating.
Children have daily opportunities for fresh air, as they freely access the outdoor play
area and use a range of sit and ride toys. Children show awareness of space
themselves as they enjoy music and movement sessions dancing to music using
hoops. However, larger apparatus is very limited.

Some of the staff hold a current first aid certificate and there is a fully stocked first aid
kit available. Written policies regarding sickness, accidents and administration of
medicines are in place and initially shared with all parents. The nursery medication
policy states prior written permission is received from parents before administering
any medication. However, this procedure is not being carried out, which means that
children's health and safety is compromised in the event of medication being given.
This is a breach of the National Standards.

Protecting children from harm or neglect and helping them stay safe

The provision is satisfactory.

Children are cared for in a warm and welcoming environment, which is well
maintained. The nursery room and resources are well organised, which enables
children to move around freely and safely. They have access to a suitable range of
well maintained toys and play equipment, which meet the needs of all the children
attending. For example, the baby area is welcoming and comfortable with appropriate
equipment, such as baby gyms, colourful push and pull toys, musical toys and they
also have access to sand and water play when being used by the older children.

Children benefit from a satisfactory range of safety measures, for example, through
the use of colour coded locked gates and a secure outdoor play area. They develop
an awareness of safety through regularly practising emergency evacuations. The
children are supervised at all times, they are never left unattended and are never left
alone with persons who have not been vetted. The system for managing access to
the building is good and unauthorised persons are unable to gain entry. However, the
nursery do not have a signing in procedure of people who are visiting the nursery.
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Staff have a good understanding of child protection issues through having attended
training, ensuring that children are protected and their well being is enhanced.

Helping children achieve well and enjoy what they do

The provision is satisfactory.

Staff provide a suitable range of activities and play opportunities to foster most areas
of children's development. Planning and children's assessments are used effectively
to extend learning. Children take part in a range of sensory and creative experiences,
such as baking, painting, collage work, water, sand and malleable materials. This
develops their senses as they use their creative skills to make sense of the world
around them. Activities and resources in the nursery are age specific for children
attending and these are all easily accessible ensuring children have free choice,
which promotes independence. The daily routine is varied and flexible with times for
children to have snacks, meals, activities indoors, outdoors and time for rests.
Younger children benefit from routines which are consistent with their experiences at
home promoting their feelings of security and ensuring continuity of care.

Children relate and play well with their peers and the children are happy and settled.
The staff balance their time carefully to allow children to play and learn independently
as well as giving time to support and encourage. The staff are interested in the
children and value what they say and do, they respond enthusiastically giving praise
and encouragement.

Helping children make a positive contribution

The provision is satisfactory.

Children's awareness of diversity and respect for others is enhanced through a good
range of resources to promote a positive awareness of the wider world. For example,
staffing successfully reflects the cultural diversity and gender of the children.
Equipment such as books, puzzles, dressing up clothes and small world toys
positively reflect images of race, gender, culture and disability. Children are confident
and happy in their environment. They are well mannered and are consistently praised
during their time at nursery. The children's spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development is effectively fostered.

The quality of partnership with parents and carers is good. Parents are fully
encouraged to share what they know and are effectively informed about their
children's progress and achievements. They receive information about the provision.
For example, welcome packs with information about the setting and the notice board
is changed with news bulletins and what activities are provided on a weekly basis.
They are greeted warmly and a detailed exchange of information about their child
takes place with the key worker on a regular basis. The staff are proactive with
regard to informing parents about their children's progress and achievements. The
children's progress reports are available for parents to access independently.
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Organisation

The organisation is satisfactory.

Most policies and procedures are appropriately written and shared with parents to
promote the care, welfare and learning of the children. There are satisfactory
systems in place to protect children from unvetted persons and a sound recruitment
policy that ensures that staff understand and can carry out their roles and
responsibilities.

Staff are committed to training and have the opportunity to access a range of suitable
training opportunities. They receive regular support from senior members of staff and
suitable systems are in place to assess areas for further development. The
environment for children is generally well organised and consequently the children
are happy, settled and confident in their surroundings. Documents are stored in a
locked cabinet in an office which ensures confidentiality and security.

Overall, the provision meets the needs of the range of children for whom it provides.

Improvements since the last inspection

At the last inspection the nursery was asked to further develop ways to share
information with parents, to improve the child protection policy and to enable children
to access resources more easily. The nursery has a prospectus, a notice board
displaying daily activities, daily routines sheets for babies and profiles on all the
children. The nursery child protection policy has a written procedure to follow in the
event of allegations of abuse or neglect. Children now have more opportunities to
access resources independently. This ensures children and parents benefit from the
improvements made.

Complaints since the last inspection

There have been no complaints made to Ofsted since the last inspection.

The provider is required to keep a record of complaints made by parents, which they
can see on request. The complaints record may contain complaints other than those
made to Ofsted.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are satisfactory. The registered person meets
the National Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

WHAT MUST BE DONE TO SECURE FUTURE IMPROVEMENT?
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The quality and standards of the care

To improve the quality and standards of care further the registered person should
take account of the following recommendation(s):

• ensure parents give prior written permission to administer any medication

• ensure a record is kept in the nursery of all visitors.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the leaflet Building better childcare: Compliments and
concerns about inspectors' judgements which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk

This inspection was carried out under the provisions of Part XA of the Children Act 1989, as inserted
by the Care Standards Act 2000


