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ABOUT THIS INSPECTION

The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public of the
quality of childcare and, if applicable, of nursery education. The inspection was
carried out under Part XA Children Act 1989 as introduced by the Care Standards
Act 2000 and, where nursery education is provided, under Schedule 26 of the School
Standards and Framework Act 1998.

This report details the main strengths and any areas for improvement identified
during the inspection. The judgements included in the report are made in relation to
the outcomes for children set out in the Children Act 2004; the National Standards for
under 8s day care and childminding; and, where nursery education is provided, the
Curriculum guidance for the foundation stage.

The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision
which Ofsted has received since the last inspection or registration or 1 April 2004
whichever is the later.

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality
Good: this aspect of the provision is strong
Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound
Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough

For more information about early years inspections, please see the booklet Are you
ready for your inspection? which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE AND NURSERY EDUCATION

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the
National Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

The quality and standards of the nursery education are good.

WHAT SORT OF SETTING IS IT?

Rushwick Pre-School opened in 1997. It operates from a purpose built unit within the
grounds of Rushwick Primary School in Worcestershire. A maximum of 20 children
may attend the setting at any one time. The pre-school is open Monday to Thursday
from 09:00 to 15:30 and on Friday from 09:00 to 12:00 during term time only. All
children share access to a secure enclosed outdoor play area.

There are currently 34 children aged from two to five years on roll who attend on a
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part-time basis. Of these, 22 children receive funding for early education. The setting
supports children with learning difficulties and has procedures to support children
who speak English as an additional language.

The pre-school employs six members of staff. Of these, four hold appropriate early
years qualifications. The playgroup receives support from a mentor teacher from the
local authority.

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROVISION

Helping children to be healthy

The provision is good.

Children's health is protected through well-planned daily routines and learning from
example. They receive excellent support in learning to manage their own personal
care as they wash their hands before meals, after toileting and outside play. The
premises and equipment are maintained to a high standard of cleanliness and
children enjoy helping with appropriate tasks to keep the room and equipment clean
and tidy. Children's welfare is safeguarded because staff have attended first aid
training and can administer treatment in the event of an accident. Appropriate
systems are in place to ensure that accidents are well recorded and shared with
parents at the end of each day. Positive steps are taken to prevent the spread of
infection when children become ill and relevant information about infection control
and the advised minimum exclusion periods is readily shared with parents.

Children's good health and well-being is promoted as staff are aware of and respect
children's individual dietary requirements. The children have good opportunities to
learn about healthy eating because they are involved in activities such as planting
tomatoes and lettuce, and harvest the produce to eat at snack time. A range of
healthy and nutritious snacks are provided for children, including different types of
fruit, cheese and crackers, and crumpets. Children's meal times are sociable
occasions with children sitting together to enjoy their packed lunches and each
other’s company. They are helped to enjoy food and understand why some are
healthier than others, and can independently access drinking water throughout the
session. Parents provide most food, however staff talk to children about what is in
their lunch boxes and praise them when they contain fruit or healthier foods. Older
children are encouraged to learn to open wrappings and cartons to help them learn
the skills they will need when they attend school.

Children have excellent opportunities to play outside and confidently move between
the indoor and outdoor areas as part of their play. Their physical development is
promoted and extended as they eagerly join in with free-play and organised activities.
For example, they climb, ride on wheeled toys, make dens, play ball games, toss
bean bags, hunt for teddies and enjoy a range of action songs. They benefit from a
wide range of outdoor resources and confidently take their indoor toys outdoors as
part of their play. Children benefit from enthusiastic staff involvement and interaction
when playing outside. Outdoor games are fun and inviting for children and are used
to promote and extend children's learning in other areas, such as counting and colour
recognition. Staff demonstrate a good understanding of the importance of exercise
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and if the weather is such that they cannot go outside, the room is rearranged to
allow children to play ring games and participate in parachute activities. Children
respond well to age-appropriate instructions given to them by staff. They move
spontaneously with increasing control and co-ordination, developing an awareness of
the space around them and the close proximity of others.

Protecting children from harm or neglect and helping them stay safe

The provision is good.

Children enjoy a colourful and stimulating atmosphere where indoor and outdoor
space is organised effectively and they can learn, explore and develop safely and
with close adult support. Colourful display boards, equipment and resources are used
to best effect, to create a child-friendly environment that is welcoming to children and
their families.

Children remain free from harm because staff monitor their free play vigilantly.
Equipment is clean and hygienic and checked for safety every time it is used.
Children independently select from a wide range of high quality, well-maintained
equipment that is stored in labelled boxes on low shelves. Staff put out a range of
equipment at the beginning of the session to create a welcoming environment but
children confidently choose alternative activities from the storage boxes throughout
the session.

Children play in a safe environment because staff take effective steps to reduce
potential risks to children’s safety. The supervisor conducts a risk assessment of the
premises on a regular basis and staff carry out daily visual checks on all areas of the
premises and equipment. Appropriate safety procedures are in place, for example,
electric sockets are covered and protection strips are fitted to all doors to prevent
finger injuries. Children are well supervised and have a developing understanding of
how to think and act safely. For example, when walking outdoors children know that
they should hold hands with a member of staff and learn about crossing the road
safely. The children develop an awareness of how to keep themselves safe in the
event of a fire because they practise the emergency evacuation procedures regularly.
They also learn about fire safety as part of a topic on fireworks and bonfire night.
Children's safety on outings is assessed prior to the visit to reduce potential risks and
to identify any necessary procedures.

Children's welfare is promoted and safeguarded because the staff have a clear
understanding of the setting's child protection policy and the procedures that they
should follow in the event of a concern about a child in their care. All staff have a
clear understanding of the known indicators of abuse. Children are cared for by
adults who are vetted appropriately and suitable systems are in place to ensure that
children are protected from staff awaiting their clearance.

Helping children achieve well and enjoy what they do

The provision is good.
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Children are well cared for and are provided with wide and varied learning
experiences. There is a strong emphasis on children learning through play which
enables the children to develop their confidence and independence well. Children
respond well to the staff who demonstrate a good understanding of children's
individual needs and the effective interaction with staff extends children's learning
and social skills. Children are provided with exciting and interesting activities, many
of which are very practical, these are used effectively to capture children's interest
and promote their development and learning. As a result they are forming a positive
attitude to learning and enjoy the play experiences offered. Staff use 'Birth to three
matters' and the Curriculum guidance for the foundation stage to provide suitable
learning experiences for all the children.

Nursery Education

The quality of teaching and learning is good. Children make good progress towards
the early learning goals because staff have a secure knowledge of the Foundation
Stage and a very clear understanding of how children learn. Children benefit from
interesting and varied planned activities that are attractively presented and provide
appropriate challenge for children of different abilities. Staff make regular and
comprehensive assessments of each child's progress and evaluate activities
carefully. However, the information gained from assessments is not used effectively
to help children move on to the next stage of their learning.

Children's personal, social and emotional development is given a high priority. They
are well supported and given high levels of encouragement by staff. Children are very
motivated to learn because they are actively involved in the learning process and are
able to make choices about how they use activities to meet their own learning needs.
The children are extremely confident; they work and play effectively on their own and
with others. Behaviour is excellent as children are forming good relationships with
adults and other children. They negotiate with others and take responsibility for their
actions. Children have a good awareness of right and wrong in line with their age and
stages of development.

Children's language and communication skills are developing well because staff use
effective strategies to support the children in listening and understanding. Children
speak very confidently and freely communicate their needs. Staff encourage them to
express their ideas and feelings during activities and group discussions. Children
enjoy a variety of good quality story and reference books and listen avidly to stories
read by staff. Good teaching methods are used to enable children to link letters to
sounds and older children show a growing awareness of this as staff help them to
sound out the letters in their name. Many children are confident emergent writers and
give meaning to their mark-making when writing their news.

Children show a keen interest in numbers and counting and most confidently use and
understand numbers up to ten and above. Counting and number recognition is
threaded through most activities as children count, match and compare numbers of
objects. Children count freely as part of their play. For example, they accurately
counted how many sandcastles they built while they were playing with in the sand.
Children practise counting and number recognition as they use a Pingu computer
program to help them recognise unfamiliar numerals. They show a developing
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awareness of weights and measures through well considered practical activities,
such as weighing out ingredients during cooking activities and often hear staff using
mathematical language such as small, medium and large. Children show a good
understanding of shape and are able to name the most common ones. For example
they knew the pancake they made from dough was a circle. Songs and finger rhymes
are used extensively to help children count, solve simple number problems and to
understand positional language such as in, out, under and over.

Children's knowledge and understanding of the world is fostered through many
practical activities, such as experimenting with sand, water and many natural
materials and they learn to observe and question as they mix cooking ingredients
together. They explore and develop their natural curiosity during interesting activities,
such as discovering which objects float or sink. Children are encouraged to extend
activities to meet their own exploratory needs and to use their natural curiosity to find
out how things work. They learn how plants and animals live by observing a variety of
animals at the farm and by planting tomatoes and lettuce. The children learn about
recycling as they put their food scraps into a wormery and create a rich compost for
the garden area. Children are very adept at using the computer and other
technology. There is a comprehensive range of equipment available for children to
extend their skills in information and communication, such as in using play
telephones, a tape recorder, push-button toys and the computer.

Children have good access to craft activities and are encouraged to investigate and
be independently creative with them. They are absorbed as they use a range of
resources for the exploration of colour, shape and texture and they are provided with
opportunities to develop skills in painting, drawing and collage. For example, the
children enjoy printing with fruit and vegetables, painting with car wheels, bubble
painting, newspaper collage and illustrating their favourite stories. Children are
developing a good repertoire of songs and have opportunities to make, move and
listen to a range of music. They are able to play co-operatively; following through
ideas together and independently enjoy using their imaginations to develop their
games in role play activities.

Helping children make a positive contribution

The provision is good.

Children's self-confidence and self-esteem is promoted. All children are welcome in
the pre-school because staff value and respect their individuality and work closely
with parents to meet individual children's needs. Staff ensure that all children are fully
included in the life of the setting and have a clear understanding of the family context
of each child. Children enjoy a wide range of resources and benefit from well-planned
activities that promote a positive view of the wider world. For example, they make
candles for Diwali and at Chinese New Year children dress up in Chinese clothes,
listen to the Willow Pattern story and try writing Chinese symbols. This increases
their awareness of diversity and their understanding of others. Children with learning
difficulties receive a good level of support because there are effective systems in
place which enable staff to implement individual learning plans for the children and to
work in partnership with parents and other professionals to ensure each child is able
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to make sound developmental progress. Children are able to develop their sense of
belonging as they work harmoniously with others and make choices and decisions.
These all contribute to the children developing good self-esteem and respect for
others. However, a consistent approach to supporting children who speak English as
an additional language has not yet been developed.

The children behave very well and play harmoniously together. They are well
supported by staff who encourage sharing and taking turns and have clear
expectations and set consistent boundaries. Children are able to negotiate with
others and take responsibility for their own behaviour. They receive regular
reassurance, praise and encouragement, which promotes their confidence and
self-esteem. Children's spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is fostered.

Parents speak very positively about the pre-school, the staff and the good progress
their child is making. They are provided with well thought out information displayed
on notice boards, in newsletters and by daily exchanges of information. A colourful
display in the main room which details the content and benefits of the 'Birth to three
matters' framework has been produced for parents of the younger children attending
the setting. Parents' views are regularly sought through questionnaires and where
possible these views are implemented as part of pre-school practice. Parents are
encouraged to share their knowledge and views of their children's development with
the pre-school. This enables staff to provide the most appropriate care for the
children's needs on an individual basis. All of this contributes to children's good
health, safety, development and learning.

The partnership with parents and carers is good. Children’s needs are being met well
because the pre-school works closely with parents and carers to enable all children
to make good developmental progress. Staff know the children well and are able to
provide for their individual needs because the key worker system works effectively to
enable the staff to provide appropriate care and learning opportunities for all children
and to support parents with information and advice. Parents are able to be involved
in their child's learning because they are informed about activities used in the
curriculum and are asked to contribute by bringing in related items.

Organisation

The organisation is good.

The pre-school offers a warm and welcoming childcare experience where children
are happy and settled. Children's care is further enhanced by the effective
organisation and use of space. Staff are effectively deployed and children have high
levels of individual attention which supports and extends their learning.

The policies and procedures work in practice to promote children's health, safety and
well-being. All of the required documentation is readily available and well maintained.
Documents are stored securely and are only accessed by staff, to ensure that
confidentiality is respected. A detailed and well thought out operational plan is shared
with parents and implemented effectively by staff. Parents are provided with attractive
and detailed written information, which include the range of policies and procedures,
information about the service provided and the Curriculum guidance for the
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foundation stage.

The leadership and management is good. There is a clear vision for the pre-school
and effective steps are taken to plan ahead, evaluate and improve the services that
are offered. The committee and staff work very well together to ensure that policies
and procedures are effective, relevant and put into practice appropriately. They share
a strong vision for the pre-school which is "to give children learning experiences
which educate, challenge and excite in order to develop every child's unique
potential".

Staff are enthusiastic and motivated and work very well together as a team. They are
committed to ensure that the individual needs of all the children are addressed and
that all children feel included within the setting. There are comprehensive and clear
recruitment and induction procedures in place which ensures that new staff quickly
settle and understand the vision and good practice of the pre-school. Children's
development is further enhanced through the ongoing commitment of staff to
continue to develop their knowledge through regular attendance on training courses.
Overall, the provision meets the needs of the range of children for whom it provides.

Improvements since the last inspection

At the last inspection the setting agreed to ensure that Ofsted are notified of changes
to the pre-school committee and that all members of the committee are vetted to
determine their suitability and to evaluate planned activities consistently and use the
evaluations to inform future planning.

Good progress has been made in addressing the issues raised. The committee have
ensured that Ofsted have been notified of all changes to the pre-school committee
and that all members of the committee have been vetted to determine their suitability.
Staff make regular and comprehensive assessments of each child's progress and
evaluate activities carefully. However, the information gained from assessments is
not used effectively to help children move on to the next stage of their learning.
Further progress is required to ensure the information gained from assessments is
consistently used to inform future planning.

Complaints since the last inspection

Since the last inspection there have been no complaints made to Ofsted that required
the provider or Ofsted to take any action in order to meet the National Standards.

The provider is required to keep a record of complaints made by parents, which they
can see on request. The complaints record may contain complaints other than those
made to Ofsted.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE AND NURSERY EDUCATION

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:
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The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the
National Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

The quality and standards of the nursery education are good.

WHAT MUST BE DONE TO SECURE FUTURE IMPROVEMENT?

The quality and standards of the care

To improve the quality and standards of care further the registered person should
take account of the following recommendation(s):

• develop systems for supporting children who speak English as an additional
language

The quality and standards of the nursery education

To improve the quality and standards of nursery education further the registered
person should take account of the following recommendation(s):

• ensure the information gained from assessments is used effectively to help
children move on to the next stage of their learning.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the leaflet Building better childcare: Compliments and
concerns about inspectors' judgements which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk
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