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ABOUT THIS INSPECTION

The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public of the
quality of childcare and, if applicable, of nursery education. The inspection was
carried out under Part XA Children Act 1989 as introduced by the Care Standards
Act 2000 and, where nursery education is provided, under Schedule 26 of the School
Standards and Framework Act 1998.

This report details the main strengths and any areas for improvement identified
during the inspection. The judgements included in the report are made in relation to
the outcomes for children set out in the Children Act 2004; the National Standards for
under 8s day care and childminding; and, where nursery education is provided, the
Curriculum guidance for the foundation stage.

The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision
which Ofsted has received since the last inspection or registration or 1 April 2004
whichever is the later.

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality
Good: this aspect of the provision is strong
Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound
Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough

For more information about early years inspections, please see the booklet Are you
ready for your inspection? which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the
National Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

WHAT SORT OF SETTING IS IT?

Time Out Childcare is a privately owned out of school provision that registered in
2003. It is situated in rooms of St John the Baptist School, which is in Titchfield
Common, Fareham, Hampshire. The provision is registered to provide care for 45
children from 3 to 8 years, although it is the groups practice to take children from
when they attend full-time education until they reach 12 years of age.

The group is registered to provide holiday care from 07:30-18:00 and serves children
from the local and surrounding areas. It also provides before and after school care for
pupils of the school during term time from 07:30-09:00 and 15:30-18:00.
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Five members of staff are employed to work at the setting, two are highly qualified in
early years and the remaining three are currently undertaking NVQ 3 in Playwork. All
staff hold qualifications in first aid.

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROVISION

Helping children to be healthy

The provision is satisfactory.

Children have a comfortable, suitable environment because the staff are effective in
ensuring that the premises is clean and appropriate for use. Hygienic hand drying
resources are not always available, which could lead to the spread of infection and
ill-health. However, children are encouraged to wash their hands before eating and at
other appropriate times, which develops their personal care skills and helps them
gain an understanding of good hygiene. Children gain an increased understanding of
the benefits of exercise as they go outside regularly in good weather to play. Staff
provide a variety of outside games and resources for the children. For example bats,
balls, skipping ropes, hide and seek, relay races and ring games. This promotes
gross motor play and the children develop their physical skills and have regular fresh
air and exercise.

Children enjoy nourishing meals, snacks and drinks at the setting because the staff
have a good understanding of healthy eating. They are encouraged to self-select
from a wide variety available. For example, they have a choice of light lunches such
as beans on toast, hot dogs, spaghetti, ravioli, jam, marmite or honey. Each day
children are able to choose from Bread, toast, crumpets, muffins, pita bread,
crackers, with a selection of fillings such as cheese spread, ham, chicken roll,
cucumber, carrots, apples, raisins, biscuits, cakes, tarts and other fruits. Staff are
fully aware of individual needs and children are encouraged to help themselves at
times when they feel hungry or thirsty. This promotes their independence by taking
responsibility and addressing their own dietary needs when required. The children
receive an appropriate package of care because the staff work closely with parents.
They are aware of individual requirements and the children benefit from a nutritious
diet. Children are protected and kept healthy through the staff teams understanding,
and effective procedures regarding accidents and the administration of medication.

Protecting children from harm or neglect and helping them stay safe

The provision is good.

Children move around the setting safely. They are confident in their surroundings and
independently select resources, which are of good quality and meet safety standards.
Equipment is clean, well maintained and appropriate for the age and stage of the
child’s development. Children are kept safe because staff deployment is good within
the setting and the children are closely monitored. Children enjoy a safe and secure
environment as the staff team are fully aware of potential hazards and take all
necessary precautions to minimise risks. For example, appropriate risk assessments
are undertaken regularly to ensure areas and equipment are suitable and safe for
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use.

Efficient, clear procedures are in place for the safe collection and arrival of the
children, ensuring they are protected at all times. Parents inform the staff in writing
who is to collect children and changes to arrangements are notified in advance. In
the event of last minute changes, passwords are used.

Children gain an increasing awareness of dangers through general conversation and
activities, such as discussing and practising the fire drill and topics about stranger
danger. They are well protected because staff members have a good understanding
of child protection and are well aware of the possible signs and symptoms of abuse.
Concerns would be recorded and the relevant agencies notified.

Helping children achieve well and enjoy what they do

The provision is outstanding.

Children enjoy an extensive selection of good quality, fun and interesting resources
and activities and spend their time purposefully in play. They have very good
opportunities to develop their knowledge and understanding of the world, social,
imaginative and physical skills through, for example, a wide variety of craft activities,
board games, construction, small world and outside play activities. Children gain
increasing independence and responsibility as they are encouraged to use their
initiative to self-select the fun and interesting activities. They have a good sense of
belonging in the setting because the staff have excellent interpersonal skills; for
example, staff members spend their time constantly with the children, listening to
them, showing interest and enthusiasm in what they are doing and participating fully
in their play. Children have stimulating, age and stage appropriate resources
because the staff have an excellent understanding of child development and know
what the children like to do. The children are extremely relaxed and happy in the
setting and they thoroughly enjoy play with their peers and the staff. The environment
is child friendly, fun and industrious. Older children mix considerably well with the
younger children and all children are confident and comfortable enough to chat to
adults and peers. Therefore evidencing how the children feel secure and have good
self-esteem.

Helping children make a positive contribution

The provision is outstanding.

Children are developing a strong sense of themselves because the staff have an
excellent understanding of equal opportunities and provide an environment whereby
all children are welcomed, included and valued. Individual needs are given utmost
consideration and addressed extremely well to ensure children can participate fully in
all activities. Children gain an increased awareness of the world around them through
practical activities and general discussion. For example, the setting has recently
undertaken Caribbean and Native American Indian projects and has resources that
reflect positive images of diversity.
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Excellent partnership with parents ensures children receive the accurate care
package for their individual needs. Parents are fully informed about the setting
because the provider supplies them with a parent’s notice board, newsletter, policy
booklet, prospectus/parents guide and daily plan of activities and events. All
information is shared and co-signed promoting excellent channels of communication.
This ensures all children’s needs are well addressed and they receive continuity of
care.

Children behave extremely well because the staff work closely with them. They
provide excellent resources and activities that stimulate and interest the children,
ensuring they have fun and are occupied. Together as a group, the staff and children
establish club rules, which clearly state expected codes of conduct. This helps
children learn to negotiate with others and take responsibility for their own behaviour.
Very good techniques are used to deal with unacceptable behaviour and to promote
positive behaviour.

Organisation

The organisation is good.

Children have their individual needs addressed as all the required documentation is
in place and staff undertake most working practices to support their care, learning,
safety and welfare. Children have continuity of care because partnership with parents
is good and all information is shared and co-signed. Children are happy and relaxed,
they enjoy their play with comfort and ease because the staff team ensure enough
space and activities are in place. Resources and activities are organised and stored
effectively and children are able to access them easily. The team have a clear
understanding of the requirements of their registration and overall maintain the
standards well. Children are kept safe because the management follow correct
recruitment and vetting procedures, staff are well deployed and children are not left
alone with persons who have not been vetted. The needs of all the children are
consistently met within the setting because the staff provide a very well organised
environment and manage the service effectively.

Improvements since the last inspection

Previously the group were asked to improve some documentation. The special needs
statement has been updated and is in line with current legislation. However, required
details in the visitors book have not been included. This does not ensure effective
details are in place, for example, in the event of a child protection allegation or
infectious outbreak. It also impacts on the group’s overall organisation.

Complaints since the last inspection

There are no complaints to report.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE
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On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the
National Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

WHAT MUST BE DONE TO SECURE FUTURE IMPROVEMENT?

The quality and standards of the care

To improve the quality and standards of care further the registered person should
take account of the following recommendation(s):

• Ensure required details are recorded in the visitors book.

• Improve health and hygiene procedure with regard to hand washing.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the leaflet Building better childcare: Compliments and
concerns about inspectors' judgements which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk
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